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THE PREFACE
OF THEOPHRASTUS PARACELSUS TO ALL ALCHEMISTS AND RBDERS
OF THIS BOOK.
YOU who are skilled in Alchemy, and as many otrespromise yourselves great riches or chiefly ddsimake
gold and silver, which Alchemy in different wayptises and teaches; equally, too, you who willingtgergo toil
and vexations, and wish not to be freed from themt| you have attained your rewards, and thelfalnt of the
promises made to you; experience teaches this elarythat out of thousands of you not even oneraptishes
his desire. Is this a failure of Nature or of Ar§ay, no; but it is rather the fault of fate, dtloe unskilfulness of the
operator.

Since, therefore, the characters of the sign osthes and planets of heaven, together with ther stames, inverted
words, receipts, materials, and instruments anetlghly well known to such as are acquainted with &rt, it
would be altogether superfluous to recur to theseessubjects in the present book, although theiusech signs,
names, and characters at the proper time is byganswithout advantage.

But herein will be noticed another way of treattdghemy different from the previous method, and utzstl by
Seven Canons from the sevenfold series of the méfthls, indeed, will not give scope for a pomppagade of
words, but, nevertheless, in the consideratioma$é Canons everything which should be separated Alchemy
will be treated at sufficient length, and, moregwveany secrets of other things are herein contaidedce, too,
result certain marvellous speculations and newatsjmers which frequently differ from the writingsdhopinions of

ancient operators and natural philosophers, but baen discovered and confirmed by full proof and
experimentation.
Moreover, in this Art nothing is more true tharstithough it be little known and gains small coefide. All the
fault and cause of difficulty in Alchemy, wherebgry many persons are reduced to poverty, and oldlgosir in
vain, is wholly and solely lack of skill in the ajor, and the defect or excess of materials, venéthquantity or
quality, whence it ensues that, in the course efafon, things are wasted or reduced to nothintpel true process
shall have been found, the substance itself whalesinuting approaches daily more and more towagdegiion.
The straight road is easy, but it is found by Vieny.

Sometimes it may happen that a speculative artist, oy his own eccentricity, think out for himsstfime new
method in Alchemy, be the consequence anythingthimg. He need do nought in order to reduce somgihto
nothing, and again bring back something out of imgthY et this proverb of the incredulous is not Widalse.
Destruction perfects that which is good; for thedjeannot appear on account of that which congedibe good is
least good whilst it is thus concealed. The cormeat must be removed that so the good may be aaby fto
appear in its own brightness. For example, the @nthe sand, the earth, or the stone in whiofetl has grown

is such a concealment. Each one of the visible Imit@ concealment of the other six metals.



By the element of fire all that is imperfect is tleged and taken away, as, for instance, the fietats, Mercury,
Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and Satdr®n the other hand, the perfect metals, Sol andiLare not consumed in that
same fire. They remain in the fire: and at the stime, out of the other imperfect ones which arstged, they
assume their own body and become visible to the.dyew, and by what method, this comes about cayatieered
from the Seven Canons. Hence it may be learnt estgathe nature and property of each metal, wiedtdtts with
the other metals, and what are its powers in coruréxwith them.
But this should be noted in the very first pladeatithese Seven Canons cannot be perfectly unddrbioevery
cursory reader at a first glance or a single reqadhm inferior intelligence does not easily peresoccult and
abstruse subjects. Each one of these Canons demaustight discussion. Many persons, puffed up itlde,
fancy they can easily comprehend all which thiskoo@mprises. Thus they set down its contents dsssand
futile, thinking they have something far bettettoir own, and that therefore they can afford tepite what is here
contained.
THE COELUM PHILOSOPHORUM.
PART I.
THE SEVEN CANONS OF THE METALS.
THE FIRST CANON.
CONCERNING THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF MERCURY.
All things are concealed in all. One of them aliie concealer of the rest — their corporeal vessétrnal, visible,
and movable. All liquefactions are manifested it tvessel. For the vessel is a living and corpaspiit, and so all
coagulations or congelations enclosed in it, whewgnted from flowing and surrounded, are not tvétrecontent.
No name can be found for this liquefaction, by wahicmay be designated; still less can it be fofordts origin.
And since no heat is so strong as to be equaliséwith, it should be compared to the fire of Gatee A
liquefaction of this kind has no sort of connectigith others made by the heat of natural fire, amgelated or
coagulated by natural cold. These congelationsutitr their weakness, are unable to obtain in Mgrand
therefore, on that account, he altogether contaiers. Hence one may gather that elementary povettseir
process of destruction, can add nothing to, nax takay anything from, celestial powers (which aed
Quintessence or its elements), nor have they apgaily for operating. Celestial and infernal powaosnot obey
the four elements, whether they be dry, moist, diotold. No one of them has the faculty of actigginst a
Quintessence; but each one contains within itsethwn powers and means of action.
THE SECOND CANON.
CONCERNING THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF JUPITER.
In that which is manifest (that is to say, the boélyupiter) the other six corporeal metals areitsgilly concealed,
but one more deeply and more tenaciously than anallpiter has nothing of a Quintessence in hispasition,
but is of the nature of the four elementaries. & &account this liquefaction is brought about iy &pplication of a
moderate fire, and, in like manner, he is coagdlatemoderate cold. He has affinity with the licastfons of all
the other metals. For the more like he is to sothermature, the more easily he is united thergtodmjunction.
For the operation of those nearly allied is easiet more natural than of those which are remote.rémote body
does not press upon the other. At the same tingenitt feared, though it may be very powerful. ekeit happens
that men do not aspire to the superior ordersedtan, because they are far distant from themdanabt see their
glory. In like manner, they do not much fear thosan inferior order, because they are remote rame of the
living knows their condition or has experienced thisery of their punishment. For this cause anrivdespirit is
accounted as nothing. For more remote objectsrateat account held more cheaply and occupy a |plese,
since according to the propriety of its positioeteabject turns out better, or is transmuted. €his be proved by
various examples.
The more remote, therefore, Jupiter is found térdw® Mars and Venus, and the nearer Sol and Lingariore
"goldness" or "silveriness", if | may so say, intains in its body, and the greater, stronger, mgible, more
tangible, more amiable, more acceptable, morengdjsished, and more true it is found than in somaote body.
Again, the more remote a thing is, of the less ant it esteemed in all the respects aforesaidesvhat is
present is always preferred before what is absemoportion as the nearer is clear the more rerigdccult. This,
therefore, is a point which you, as an Alchemisistrseriou(S)ly debate with yourself, how you ocalegate Jupiter
to a remote and abstruse place, which Sol and baoapy, and how, in turn, you can summon Sol anghlfiom
remote positions to a near place, where Jupiteorigoreally posited; so that, in the same way,@dl Luna also
may really be present there corporeally before yyas. For the transmutation of metals from impmtide to
perfection there are several practical receipt thé one with the other. Then again separateikepare from the
other. This is nothing else but the process of pgation, set in order by perfect alchemical labdote that Jupiter



has much gold and not a little silver. Let Satund auna be imposed on him, and of the rest Lunbbsil
augmented.

THE THIRD CANON.

CONCERNING MARS AND HIS PROPERTIES.
The six occult metals have expelled the seventin tteem, and have made it corporeal, leaving lelefficacy, and
imposing on it great hardness and weight. Thisd#ie case, they have shaken off all their owmgtreof
coagulation and hardness, which they manifestigndther body. On the contrary, they have retainddemselves
their colour and liquefaction, together with theability. It is very difficult and laborious for jarince or a king to be
produced out of an unfit and common man. But Margiaes dominion. with strong and pugnacious hand,
seizes on the position of king. He should, howeleron his guard against snares; that he be neotletive
suddenly and unexpectedly. It must also be consiley what method Mars may be able to take theepé&ing,
and Sol and Luna, with Saturn, hold the place ofVla
THE FOURTH CANON.
CONCERNING VENUS AND ITS PROPERTIES.

The other six metals have rendered Venus an eixtinsody by means of all their colour and methéd o
liquefaction. It may be necessary, in order to usidad this, that we should show, by some examptas,a
manifest thing may be rendered occult, and an btaing rendered materially manifest by means ref. fiVhatever
is combustible can be naturally transmuted byffiwen one form into another, namely, into lime, s@shes, glass,
colours, stones, and earth. This last can agarmedigced to many new metallic bodies. If a metal, b burnt, or
rendered fragile by old rust, it can again acqmisdleability by applications of firé.

THE FIFTH CANON.

CONCERNING THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES OP SATURN.

Of his own nature Saturn speaks thus: The othenasie cast me out as their examiner. They havstthna forth
from them and from a spiritual place. They have aldded a corruptible body as a place of abod#hatd may be
what they neither are nor desire to become. Mygithers are spiritual, and thence it ensues thaften as | am
put in the fire they penetrate my body and, togettith me, perish in the fire, Sol and Luna excdpfehese are
purified and ennobled in my water. My spirit is ater softening the rigid and congelated bodiesybrothers.
Yet my body is inclined to the earth. Whatevereisgived into me becomes conformed thereto, anddanmof us
is converted into one body. It would be of littigeuto the world if it should learn, or at leastidet, what lies hid in
me, and what | am able to effect. It would be nunaitable it should ascertain what | am able tonditn myself.
Deserting all the methods of the Alchemists, it ldahen use only that which is in me and can beedmnme. The
stone of cold is in me. This is a water by meanstdth | make the spirits of the six metals congetd the essence
of the seventh, and this is to promote Sol witha.ln
Two kinds of Antimony are found: one the commorcklay which Sol is purified when liquefied thereirhis has
the closest affinity with Saturn. The other kindtis white, which is also called Magnesia and Bigmli has great
affinity with Jupiter, and when mixed with the othéntimony it augments Luna.

THE SIXTH CANON.

CONCERNING LUNA AND THE PROPERTIES THEREOF.

The endeavour to make Saturn or Mars out of Lunales no lighter or easier work than to make Luwigh great
gain, out of Mercury, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, or &atlt is not useful to transmute what is perfetbiwhat is
imperfect, but the latter into the former. Nevel#ss, it is well to know what is the material ofrlaj or whence it
proceeds. Whoever is not able to consider or figldut will neither be able to make Luna. It vii# asked, What
is Luna? It is among the seven metals which amitsplly concealed, itself the seventh, externatporeal, and
material. For this seventh always contains thersals spiritually hidden in itself. And the sixrijmial metals do
not exist without one external and material medalalso no corporeal metal can have place or esseititout
those six spiritual ones. The seven corporeal metat easily by means of liquefaction, but this tair is not
useful for making Sol or Luna. For in that mixt@&ch metal remains in its own nature, or fixechmfire, or flies
from it. For example, mix, in any way you can, Mang Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, Venus, Sol, and Luhgill not
thence result that Sol and Luna will so changeother five that, by the agency of Sol and Lunaséheill become
Sol and Luna. For though all be liquefied intoragk® mass, nevertheless each remains in its natwaever it is.
This is the judgment which must be passed on ceglanixture. But concerning spiritual mixture amrenunion
of the metals, it should be known that no sepamatiomortification is spiritual, because such $pician never exist
without bodies. Though the body should be takenyawan them and mortified a hundred times in onarho
nevertheless, they would always acquire anotheilhmuare noble than the former. And this is the tpaisgtion of
the metals from one death to another, that isypfsam a lesser degree into one greater and higlaenely, into
Luna; and from a better into the best and most pedect, that is, into Sol, the brilliant and akther royal metal.



It is most true, then, as frequently said abovat, the six metals always generate a seventh, diupgoit from
themselves clear in issse
A question may arise: If it be true that Luna amdrg metal derives its origin and is generated fthenother six,
what is then its property and its nature? To thesreply: From Saturn, Mercury, Jupiter, Mars, Verarsl Sol,
nothing and no other metal than Luna could be m@le.cause is that each metal has two good vidfigee other
six, of which altogether there are twelve. Thegethe spirit of Luna, which thus in a few words niymade
known. Luna is composed of the six spiritual metadd their virtues, whereof each possesses twogéidher,
therefore, twelve are thus posited in one corpareshl, which are compared to the seven planetshentivelve
celestial signs. Luna has from the planet Mercangl from Aquarius and Pisces, its liquidity andybtiwhite
colour. So Luna has from Jupiter, with Sagittadad Taurus, its white colour and its great firmriedge. Luna
has from Mars, with Cancer and Aries, its hardreskits clear sound. Luna has from Venus, with Geamd
Libra, its measure of coagulation and its From Beatwith Virgo and Scorpio, its homogeneous bodyhgravity.
From Sol, with Leo and Virgo, its spotless puritydagreat constancy against the power of fire. Ssithe
knowledge of the natural exaltation and of the sewf the spirit and body of Luna, with its comp@siature and
wisdom briefly summarised.
Furthermore, it should be pointed out what kiné dfody such metallic spirits acquire in their ptivd generation
by means of celestial influx. For the metal-diggeinen he has crushed the stone, contemptibleiamit
appearance, liquefies it, corrupts it, and altogethortifies it with fire. Then this metallic sgirin such a process of
mortification, receives a better and more nobleybodt friable but malleable. Then comes the Alclstnvho
again corrupts, mortifies, and artificially prepaseich a metallic body. Thus once more that spfitihe metal
assumes a more noble and more perfect body, putsielf forward clearly into the light, except i&lSol or Luna.
Then at last the metallic spirit and body are priyeunited, are safe from the corruption of eletaenfire, and also
incorruptible®
THE SEVENTH CANON.

CONCERNING THE NATURE OF SOL AND ITS PROPERTIES.
The seventh after the six spiritual metals is cogplly Sol, which in itself is nothing but puredirWhat in outward
appearance is more beautiful, more brilliant, mzear and perceptible, a heavier, colder, or moradgeneous
body to see? And it is easy to perceive the caliggsy namely, that it contains in itself the cetafions of the
other six metals, out of which it is made extemaito one most compact body. Its liquefaction gexts from
elementary fire, or is caused by the liquationMefcury, with Pisces and Aquarius, concealed s@iliiy within it.
The most manifest proof of this is that Mercurg&sily mingled corporeally with the Sun as in arbeane. But for
Sol, when the heat is withdrawn and the cold sugrees after liquefaction, to coagulate and to bedoané and
solid, there is need of the other five metals, vehoature it embraces in itself — Jupiter, SaturardylVenus, Luna.
In these five metals the cold abodes with theirmegs are especially found. Hence it happens tbiat&h with
difficulty be liquefied without the heat of firenaccount of the cold whereof mention has been nféateMercury
cannot assist with his natural heat or liqguefagt@mrdefend himself against the cold of the fivetalse because the
heat of Mercury is not sufficient to retain Solarstate of liquefaction. Wherefore Sol has to dbeyfive metals
rather than Mercury alone. Mercury itself has nficefof itself save always to flow. Hence it happémat in
coagulations of the other metals it can effect imgthsince its nature is not to make anything rardolid, but
liquid. To render fluid is the nature of heat aifé, Ibut cold has the nature of hardness, conddidizgand
immobility, which is compared to death. For exampihe six cold metals, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Méenus,
Luna, if they are to be liquefied must be broughttiat condition by the heat of fire. Snow or iajch are cold,
will not produce this effect, but rather will hardeéAs soon as ever the metal liquefied by fireeimoved therefrom,
the cold, seizing upon it, renders it hard, congelaand immovable of itself. But in order that klaty may remain
fluid and alive continually, say, | pray you, whethhis will be affected with heat on cold? Whoeanaswers that
this is brought about by a cold and damp naturé that it has its life from cold — the promulgatdthis opinion,
having no knowledge of Nature, is led away by thkyar. For the vulgar man judges only falsely, aiwiays holds
firmly on to his error. So then let him who lovesth withdraw therefrom. Mercury, in fact, livestrag all from
cold but from a warm and fiery nature. Whateveedivs fire, because heat is life, but cold the siceaof death.
The fire of Sol is of itself pure, not indeed alibeit hard, and so far shews the colour of sulfrntinat yellow and
red are mixed therein in due proportion. The fis&lanetals are Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, Venus, anthl. which
assign to Sol their virtues; according to cold, o€y itself; according to fire, colour; accorditogdryness, solidity;
according to humidity, weight; and out of brighteesound. But that gold is not burned in the eldroéterrestrial
fire, nor is even corrupted, is effected by thenfiess of Sol. For one fire cannot burn anotheeven consume it;
but rather if fire be added to fire it is increasadd becomes more powerful in its operations. ddtestial fire
which flows to us on the earth from the Sun isswath a fire as there is in heaven, neither i&ét that which exists



upon the earth, but that celestial fire with usakl and congealed, and it is the body of the Sdimerefore the Sun
can in no way be overcome by our fire. This onlggens, that it is liquefied, like snow or ice, bat same celestial
Sun. Fire, therefore, has not the power of burfireg because the Sun is fire, which, dissolvedeéaven, is
coagulated with us.

Goldisinits 1 Celestial Di ssol ved
Essence t hree- { 2 Elenmentary} and Fluid
fold 3 Metallic is Cor por eal .

THE END OF THE SEVEN CANONS.

THE COELUM PHILOSOPHORUM.
PART II.
CERTAIN TREATISES AND APPENDICES ARISING OUT OF
THE SEVEN CANONS.
GOD AND NATURE DO NOTHING IN VAIN.
THE eternal position of all things, independentinfe, without beginning or end, operates everywhiengorks
essentially where otherwise there is no hope.dbaplishes that which is deemed impossible. Whpears
beyond belief or hope emerges into truth after adeoful fashion.
NOTE ON MERCURIUS VIVUS.
Whatever tinges with a white colour has the natdiléfe, and the properties and power of light, @fhcausally
produces life. Whatever, on the other hand, tingés blackness, or produces black, has a natucerimmon with
death, the properties of darkness, and forces ptiv@uof death. The earth with its frigidity is eagulation and
fixation of this kind of hardness. For the housaligays dead; but he who inhabits the house li¥g®u can
discover the force of this illustration you havenqaered.
Tested liquefactive powder.
Burn fat verbena.
Recipe. — Salt nitre, four ounces; a moiety of Buiptartar, one ounce. Mix and liquefy.
WHAT IS TO BE THOUGHT CONCERNING THE CONGELATION OMERCURY.
To mortify or congeal Mercury, and afterwards steturn it into Luna, and to sublimate it with gréabour, is
labour in vain, since it involves a dissipationSafl and Luna existing therein. There is anothehobtfar different
and much more concise, whereby, with little wasgt®ercury and less expenditure of toil, it is tremged into
Luna without congelation. Any one can at pleaseaeen this Art in Alchemy, since it is so simple aaby; and by
it, in a short time, he could make any quantitgibfer and gold. It is tedious to read long desaips, and
everybody wishes to be advised in straightforwaodds. Do this, then; proceed as follows, and yduhaive Sol
and Luna, by help whereof you will turn out a veigh man. Wait awhile, | beg, while this processgéscribed to
you in few words, and keep these words well digkste that out of Saturn, Mercury, and Jupiter gy make Sol
and Luna. There is not, nor ever will be, any aréasy to find out and practise, and so effectiviéself. The
method of making Sol and Luna by Alchemy is so grbthat there is no more need of books, or of etziieo
instruction, than there would be if one wished titevabout last year's snow.
CONCERNING THE RECEIPTS OF ALCHEMY.
What, then, shall we say about the receipts of é&iayn, and about the diversity of its vessels anttungents? These
are furnaces, glasses, jars, waters, oils, liméghars, salts, saltpetres, alums, vitriols, chepdlae, copper-greens,
atraments, auri-pigments, fel vitri, ceruse, redhgedhucia, wax, lutum sapientiae, pounded glesg]igris, soot,
testae ovorum, crocus of Mars, soap, crystal, ¢ladienic, antimony, minium, elixir, lazurium, gd&hf, salt-nitre,
sal ammoniac, calamine stone, magnesia, bolus aisnand many other things. Moreover, concerning
preparations, putrefactions, digestions, probatisokitions, cementings, filtrations, reverberatiocalcinations,
graduations, rectifications, amalgamations, puogeti etc., with these alchemical books are cramifieel, again,
concerning herbs, roots, seeds, woods, stonesatmimorms, bone dust, snail shells, other shatid, pitch. These
and the like, whereof there are some very far-feddhn Alchemy, are mere incumbrances of work; sewen if Sol
and Luna could be made by them they rather hindedalay than further one’s purpose. But it isfnom these —
to say the truth — that the Art of making Sol anohé is to be learnt. So, then, all these thingsilshioe passed by,
because they have no effect with the five metal§asas Sol and Luna are concerned. Someone rkay\dmt,
then, is this short and easy way, which involveslifiiculty, and yet whereby Sol and Luna can bedg®aOur
answer is, this has been fully and openly explaingtie Seven Canons. It would be lost labour ghouke seek
further to instruct one who does not understandethk would be impossible to convince such a petkat these
matters could be so easily understood, but in anlbrather than in an open sense.



THE ART IS THIS: After you have made heaven, orgpbere of Saturn, with its life to run over thetlegplace on
it all the planets, or such, one or more, as yahwéo that the portion of Luna may be the smallestall run, until
heaven, or Saturn, has entirely disappeared. Tlhdmae planets will remain dead with their oldregptible bodies,
having meanwhile obtained another new, perfect,iacatruptible body.
That body is the spirit of heaven. From it thessnpts again receive a body and life, and live &réeTake this
body from the life and the earth. Keep it. It id &od Luna. Here you have the Art altogether, cteat entire. If
you do not yet understand it, or are not practtkedein, it is well. It is better that it should kept concealed, and
not made public.
HOW TO CONJURE THE CRYSTAL SO THAT ALL THINGS MAY B SEEN IN IT.
To conjure is nothing else than to observe anythigigly, to know and to understand what it is. Tngstal is a
figure of the air. Whatever appears in the air, aiid® or immovable, the same appears also in threukpa or
crystal as a wave. For the air, the water, andtistal, so far as vision is concerned, are oke,dimirror in which
an inverted copy of an object is seen.
CONCERNING THE HEAT OF MERCURY.
Those who think that Mercury is of a moist and awédiure are plainly in error, because it is byndture in the
highest degree warm and moist, which is the cafige being in a constant state of fluidity. Ifutre of a moist
and cold nature it would have the appearance aéfravater, and be always hard and solid, so thatuld be
necessary to liquefy it by the heat of fire, athie case of the other metals. But it does not reghis, since it has
liquidity and flux from its own heat naturally inboin it, which keeps it in a state of perpetualdity and renders it
"quick”, so that it can neither die, nor be coatpdanor congealed. And this is well worth notigitizat the spirits
of the seven metals, or as many of them as havedmamingled, as soon as they come into the foetend with
one another, especially Mercury, so that each niaygpth its powers and virtues in the endeavougebthe
mastery in the way of liquefying and transmutingreGeizes on the virtue, life, and form of anothed assigns
some other nature and form to this one. So thesyhiés or vapours of the metals are stirred upheyheat to
operate mutually one upon the other, and transifnore one virtue to another, until perfection andifyuare
attained.
But what must be done besides to Mercury in ordatits moisture and heat may be taken away, atiteinplace
such an extreme cold introduced as to congeal otidase, and altogether mortify the Mercury? Do taodlows in
the sentence subjoined: Take pure Mercury clodely sp in a silver pixis. Fill a jar with fragmernd§lead, in the
midst of which place the pixis. Let it melt for tatg-four hours, that is, for a natural day. Thisemaway from
Mercury his occult heat, adds an external heat,camtributes the internal coldness of Saturn anmtbL@vhich are
both planets of a cold nature), whence and whetledercury is compelled to congeal, consolidatel, laarden.
Note also that the coldness (which Mercury needs iconsolidation and mortification) is not pertible by the
external sense, as the cold of snow or of iceusrdther, externally, there is a certain amourapgdarent heat. Just
in the same way is it with the heat of Mercury, ebhis the cause of its fluidity. It is not an exigrheat, perceptible
in the same way as one of our qualities. Nay, ealr a sort of coldness is perceptible. Whenceltghists (a
race which has more talk than true wisdom) falssisert that Mercury is cold and of a moist natsoethat they go
on and advise us to congeal it by means of heatreds heat only renders it more fluid, as theydait out to
their own loss rather than gain.
True Alchemy which alone, by its unique Art, teaxhew to fabricate Sol and Luna from the five inipetr metals,
allows no other receipt than this, which well andyt says: Only from metals, in metals, by metats] with metals,
are perfect metals made, for in some things is lanthin other metals is Sol.
WHAT MATERIALS AND INSTRUMENTS ARE REQUIRED IN ALCHEMY.
There is need of nothing else but a foundry, bedlaangs, hammers, cauldrons, jars, and cupels fnaale
beechen ashes. Afterwards, lay on Saturn, Jupiars, Sol, Venus, Mercury, and Luna. Let them ofgefiaally up
to Saturn.
THE METHOD OF SEEKING MINERALS.
The hope of finding these in the earth and in stasenost uncertain, and the labour very great. él@w since this
is the first mode of getting them, it is in no waybe despised, but greatly commended. Such aedasappetite
ought no more to be done away with than the lawmtlination of young people, and those in the prihéfe, to
matrimony. As the bees long for roses and othevdts for the purpose of making honey and wax,m, men —
apart from avarice or their own aggrandisementcuikhseek to extract metal from the earth. He whesdhot seek
it is not likely to find it. God dowers men not gnkith gold or silver, but also with poverty, sqogland misery. He
has given to some a singular knowledge of metadsnainerals, whereby they have obtained an eastshorter
method of fabricating gold and silver, without diggyand smelting them, than they were commonly sttoued to,
by extracting them from their primitive bodies. Atiidls is the case not only with subterranean suabst but by



certain arts and knowledge they have extracted fhemthe five metals generally (that is to sagpfrmetals
excocted from minerals which are imperfect andechthetals), viz., from Mercury, Jupiter, Saturn,rMand
Venus, from all of which, and from each of themasegely, Sol and Luna can be made, but from one reasily
than from another. Note, that Sol and Luna can ddeneasily from Mercury, Saturn, and Jupiter, buinfMars
and Venus with difficulty. It is possible to makeetn, however, but with the addition of Sol and Ludat of
Magnesium and Saturn comes Luna, and out of JugmigiICinnabar pure Sol takes its rise. The skilftibt,
however (how well | remember!), will be able byigént consideration to prepare metals so thathyed true
method of reasoning, he can promote the perfedfianetallic transformation more than do the coucfate
twelve signs and the seven planets. In such mattisrguite superfluous to watch these courses)sstheir
aspects, good or bad days or hours, the prosperaugucky condition of this or that planet, foetfe matters can
do no good, and much less can they do harm inrttef aatural Alchemy. If otherwise, and you havieasible
process, operate when you please. If, howevere thernything wanting in you or your mode of wogkiar your
understanding, the planets and the stars of heawfail you in your work.
If metals remain buried long enough in the eartt,amly are they consumed by rust, but by long icotnce they
are even transmuted into natural stones, and #rera great many of these; but this is known ta fewv there is
found in the earth old stone money of the heathemisted with their different figures. These coimsre originally
metallic, but through the transmutation broughtuwtiyy Nature, they were turned into stone.

WHAT ALCHEMY IS.
Alchemy is nothing else but the set purpose, intanand subtle endeavour to transmute the kindseometals
from one to anothef’. According to this, each person, by his own megitasp, can choose out for himself a better
way and Art, and therein find truth, for the manoabllows a thing up more intently does find thetltr. It is highly
necessary to have a correct estimation of starofsitnes, because the star is the informingtagfiall stones. For
the Sol and Luna of all the celestial stars ar@ingtbut one stone in itself; and the terrestiiahe has come forth
from the celestial stone; through the same firaJs;@shes, the same expulsions and repurgatidhataselestial
stone, it has been separated and brought, clegruaedn its brightness. The whole ball of the leéstonly
something thrown off, concrete, mixed, corruptedugd, and again coagulated, and gradually liqddfieo one
mass, into a stony work, which has its seat anek#sin the midst of the firmamental sphere.
Further it is to be remarked that those precioosest which shall forth-with be set down have therest place to
the heavenly or sidereal ones in point of perfectpurity, beauty, brightness, virtue, power ofhstanding fire,
and incorruptibility, and they have been fixed wdther stones in the earth.
They have, therefore, the greatest affinity withvenly stones and with the stars, because thairesmare derived
from these. They are found by men in a rude enuiemt, and the common herd (whose property it tale false
views of things) believe that they were producethasnsame place where they are found, and thatwieey
afterwards polished, carried around, and sold,zmounted to be great riches, on account of tldducs, beauty,
and other virtues. A brief description of them doiks:
The EmeraldThis is a green transparent stone. It does gotiteteyes and the memory. It defends chastityjfand
this be violated by him who carries it, the staself does not remain perfeft.
The AdamantA black crystal called Adamant or else Evax, oocaint of the joy which it is effectual in impresgi
on those who carry it. It is of an obscure anddpament blackness, the colour of iron. It is thedlst of all; but is
dissolved in the blood of a goat. Its size at #rgést does not exceed that of a hazethut.
The Magnets an iron stone, and so attracts iron to itSelf.
The Pearl The Pearl is not a stone, because it is prodincsea shells. It is of a white colour. Seeing thgtows
in animated beings, in men or in fishes, it is paperly of a stony nature, but properly a depraietkderwise a
transmuted) nature supervening upon a perfect work.
The Jacinths a yellow, transparent stone. There is a flogfehe same name which, according to the fabléef t
poets, is said to have been a man.
The Sapphirés a stone of a celestial colour and a heavertiyred’
The RubyShines with an intensely red natdfe.
The CarbuncleA solar stone, shining by its own nature like soa™®
The Coralls a white or red stone, not transparent. It grovithe sea, out of the nature of the water andathento
the form of wood or a shrub; it hardens in the aird is not capable of being destroyed in4ire.
The Chalcedonis a stone made up of different colours, occupyimgiddle place between obscurity and
transparency, mixed also with cloudiness, and loedoured. It is the lowest of all the preciousngts’™
The Topazts a stone shining by night. It is found amongkss@
The Amethys a stone of a purple and blood coldir.
The Chrysoprasuks a stone which appears like fire by night, @ked gold by day.



The ng/stals a white stone, transparent, and very likelicis. sublimated, extracted, and produced fromothe
stones:
As a pledge and firm foundation of this matter enthte following conclusion. If anyone intelligentind reasonably
takes care to exercise himself in learning abaaintletals, what they are, and whence they are peddbe may
know that our metals are nothing else than the festand the spirit of common stones, that igtpigrease, fat,
oil, and stone. But this is least pure, uncontateithaand perfect, so long as it remains hiddenirednwith the
stones. It should therefore be sought and fourtddrstones, be recognised in them, and extracted them, that is,
forcibly drawn out and liquefied. For then it is lemger a stone, but an elaborate and perfect neetaiparable to
the stars of heaven, which are themselves, asré, wnes separated from those of earth.
Whoever, therefore, studies minerals and metald beufurnished with such reason and intelligeneg tie shall
not regard only those common and known metals waietfound in the depth of the mountains alone tiere is
often found at the very surface of the earth sunietal as is not met with at all, or not equallpdgpin the depths.
And so every stone which comes to our view, bedaagor small, flint or simple rock, should be dally
investigated and weighed with a true balance, aiegrto its nature and properties. Very often a cam stone,
thrown away and despised, is worth more than a &agard must not always be had to the place ofmtigigom
which this stone came forth; for here the influentéhe sky prevails. Everywhere there is presetdads earth, or
dust, or sand, which often contain much gold afesjland this you will mark.

HERE ENDS THE COELUM PHILOSOPHORUM.
NOTES
1. The three prime substances are proved onlyrey\ihich manifests them pure, naked, clean, anglsi In the
absence of all ordeal by fire, there is no provohg substance possible. For fire tests everyttdand,when the
impure matter is separated the three pure substamealisplayed. Be Origine Morborum ex Tribus Primis
Substanstiis- Paramirum Lib. 1., c. 1. Fire separates that which is cansbr fixed from that which is fugitive or
volatile. —De Morbis Metallicis Lib. Il., Tract I. Fire is the father or activeiqciple of separation. — "Third
Fragment on Tartar" from tHeragmenta Medica
2. By the mediation of Vulcan, or fire, any metahde generated from Mercury. At the same time chigris
imperfect as a metal; it is semi-generated and imgumh coagulation, which is the end of all met&lp. to the half
way point of their generation all metals are Meyc@old, for example, is Mercury; but it loses #ercurial
nature by coagulation, and although the propediddercury are present in it, they are dead, feirthitality is
destroyed by coagulation.BDe Morbis Metallicis Lib. Ill., Tract Il., c. 2. The essences and assawhich are latent
in all the six metals are to be found in the sutstaof Mercury. 4bid., c. 3. There are two genera of Mercury, the
fixed Mercury of earth and another kind which destsefrom the daily constellationlbid., Lib. I., Tract Il., c. 4.
As there is a red and white Sulphur of Marcasaegllow, red, and black Sulphur of Talc, a puiguhe black
Sulphur of the Cachimiae, a Sulphur of Cinnabad, &amlike manner, of marble, amethyst, etc., sihése a special
Mercury of Copper, Plumbago, Zinc, Arsenic, ettbid. Mercury is not Quicksilver, for Mercury is deadhile
Quicksilver is living. -Be Hydropisi
3. Nothing of true value is located in the bodyafubstance, but in the virtue. And this is thegpile of the
Quintessence, which reduces, say, 20Ibs. intogdesounce, and that ounce far exceeds the entibs.2@ potency.
Hence the less there is of body, the more in ptapors the virtue. -De Origine Morborum InvisibiliumLib. V.
4 Tin or Jupiter, is pure Mercury coagulated véitamall quantity of Salt, but combined with a largeoportion of
white Sulphur. It derives its colours, white, yelloor red, from its Mercury. Its sublimation is allsy Mercury, and
its resolution by Salt, and it is sublimed and hesd by these. Be Elemento Aquadract Ill., c. 6.
5. In the generation of Iron there is a larger prtipn of Salt and Mercury, while the red Sulphtamh which
copper proceeds is present in a smaller quantibpritains also a cuprine salt, but not in equapprtion with
Mercury. Its constituents are its own body, whicegonderates; then comes Salt, afterwards Meren, lastly,
Sulphur. When there is more Salt than the commosif Sulphur requires, the metal can in no wisenbee, for it
depends upon an equal weight of each. For fluxjbilioceeds from Mercury and coagulation from Salt.
Accordingly, if there be too much Salt it becomas hard. -De Elemento Aquad.ib. | V., Tract lll., c. 4.
6. Venus is the first metal generated by the ArstefNature from the three prime principles after inarcasites
and cachimiae have been separated from thesdohed of the gross redness which is purged offfthe primal
Sulphur of the light red expelled in like manneamfrthe Mercury, and of the deep yellow separatetién
purification of the prime Salt by this same Archeubbid., c. 3.
7. Lead is the blackness of the three first prilespwhich, however, is by no means a superflbity,a peculiar
metallic nature in them existing. For all metals k&tent in Mercury, and they are all only MercuFjie same is to
be concluded concerning Salt and Sulphur. Thusppper is the abundant redness of the three phas;ipo Lead
is their blackness; but, at the same time, thexdar colours concealed therein — the blacknasgqal off from the



three principlesredness, which contains a precipitate out of Mgrowhiteness, from the calcination of Mercury;
and a certain yellowness derived from Mercury. Ttmgsgrossness and the colours are alike due touvierand
Lead is, in fact, a black Mercury.lbid., c. 5.

8. When the three prime principles have been puoféaeir superfluities, and from the said supétittg the
imperfect metals have been generated, there remathig gross or crude, either in colour or sutstabut only a
very subtle nature of a white and purple hue. Thtee most pure quality of Mercury, Salt, and $ulp most clear
and excellent in form, substance, essence, andircdlbese two essences, namely, the white anduttpdep are
separated by the Archeus, and out of the firstffixed coagulated, is formed silver, while from ploeple there is
generated gold, which is the most noble Sulphut, &ad Mercury, separated from all other coloars] consisting
of purple alone. Its clayey or yellow appearancacisounted for by the subtlety and clearness offrtbtal, because
all the dull colours are removed. In Silver the tmrevalent colours are green and blue, which espectively
derived from the Mercury and the Salt, the Sulptantributing nothing in the matter of colouring. @ other
hand, in gold the purple colour is derived fromtShle pellucid redness from Sulphur, and the yelimm
Mercury. —lbid., c. 8.

9. Verbenas adole pingues, et mascula tura. — \Ea. viii. 65.

10. Alchemy is, so to speak, a kind of lower heavgnwhich the sun is separated from the moon fiday night,
medicine from poison, what is useful from whatéfuse. -De Colica Therefore learn Alchemy, which is otherwise
called Spagyria. This teaches you to discern betwee true and the false. Such a Light of Naturetlsat it is a
mode of proof in all things, and walks in lightolm this light of Nature we ought to know and spewsit,from mere
phantasy, whence nothing is begotten save thehfommours and their compounds, augmentation, staymatnd
decrease, with other trifles of this kind. Thesegaed, not from the clear intellect, that full sege-house of a good
man, but rather are based on a fictitious and imeefoundation. Paramirum Lib. 1., c. 3.

11. When the occult dispenser of Nature in the gnaminciples that is to say, the potency calledsAhas produced
the gross and rough genera of stones, and no figthesness remains, a diaphanous and subtle sobstmains,
out of which the Archeus of Nature generates tleeipus stones or gemsDe Elemento Aquad.ib. IV., Tract

IV, c. 10.

12. The body f the Emerald is derived from a kifigetrine Mercury. It receives from the same itbbao,
coagulated with spirit of Salt. bid., c. 12.

13. The most concentrated hardness of all stonmabioes for the generation of the adamant. The vedtemant
has its body from Mercury, and its coagulation friova spirit of Salt. 4bid ., c. 12.

14. Fortified by experience which is the mistrekalbthings, and by mature theory, based on egpes, | affirm
that the Magnet is a stone which not only undegiabtracts steel and iron, but has also the sameipover the
matter of all diseases in the whole body of mabe-Corallis SeeHerbarius Theophrasti

15. The Pearl is a seed of moisture. It generatisatmundantly in women if they are deficient thiere-De
Aridura.

16. The Jacinth, or Hyacinth, is a gem of the sgarais as the Carbuncle, but is inferior thereitsinature. -be
Elemento Aquad.ib. IV., Tract IV, c. 11.

17. In the matter of body and colour the Sapplsirgenerated from Mercury (the prime principlejs ftormed over
white Sulphur and white Salt from a pallid petriMercury. Hence white Sapphires frequently occuiabse a
white Mercury concurs in the formation. In like nmen a lute-coloured Mercury sometimes producesylite
hue. -bid., c. 15.

18. The Ruby and similar gems possessing a ruddyteigenerated from the red of Sulphur, and basly is of
petrine Mercury. For Mercury is the body of everggous stone. tbid., c. 13.

19. The Carbuncle is formed of the most transpareiter which is conserved in the three principlésrcury is
the body and Sulphur the colouring thereof, withadicum of the spirit of Salt, on account of thegolation. All
light abounds therein, because Sulphur contaiitsélf a clear quality of light, as the art of itansmutation
demonstrates. id., c. 11.

20. There are two species of red Corals — onelaetll which varies between sub-purple and sentipltne other
a resplendent and brilliant red. As the colourfedifso also do the virtues. There is also a whiigecies which is
almost destitute of efficacy. In a word, as thealdiminishes in redness, so it weakens in itsijeslHerbarius
TheophrastiDe Corallis

21. The gem Chalcedony is extracted from Salthirurgia Magna De Tumoribusetc.,Morbi Gallici, Lib. Ill., c.
6.

22. The Topaz is an extract from the minera of Mansl is a transplanted Ironlbid.

23. The Amethyst is an extract of Salt, while Marbhd Chalcedony are extracted from the same plinttirough
the Amethyst. +bid.



24. The origin of Crystals is to be referred toevaThey contain within them a spirit of coagulatishereby they
are coagulated, as water by the freezing and ¢jlsteies. -Lib. Meteorumc. 7.

The Book Concerning TheTincture Of The
Philosophers by Paracelsus

THE BOOK CONCERNING THE TINCTURE OF THE PHILOSOPHER
WRITTEN AGAINST THOSE SOPHISTS BORN SINCE THE DELEGIN
THE AGE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD;
By PH. THEOPHRASTUS BOMBAST, of HOHENHEIM,
Philosopher of the Monarchia, Prince of SpagyriStaef Astronomer, Surpassing
Physician, and Trismegistus of Mechanical Arcana.

PREFACE.

SINCE you, O Sophist, everywhere abuse me with fatclous and mendacious words, on the ground &iagb
sprung from rude Helvetia | can understand and knothing: and also because being a duly qualifleagsigian |
still wander from one district to another; therefdhave proposed by means of this treatise tdadisdo the
ignorant and inexperienced: what good arts existéde first age; what my art avails against yod gours against
me; what should be thought of each, and how myepibgtin this age of grace will imitate me. LookH¢rmes,
Archelaus, and others in the first age: see whag@sts and what Philosophers then existed. Byttiey testify
that their enemies, who are your patrons, O Sopdiishe present time are but mere empty formsduwid.
Although this would not be attested by those whofalsely considered your authentic fathers anatsayet the
ancient Emerald Table shews more art and experieriébilosophy, Alchemy, Magic, and the like, thauld ever
be taught by you and your crowd of followers. Ity@o not yet understand, from the aforesaid fadtst and how
great treasures these are, tell me why no pringéngrwas ever able to subdue the Egyptians. Tékme why the
Emperor Diocletian ordered all the Spagyric boakbé burnt (so far as he could lay his hands upem}. Unless
the contents of those books had been known, theydWwaave been obliged to bear still his intolerajak&e, - a
yoke, O Sophist, which shall one day be put upemiick of yourself and your colleagues.
From the middle of this age the Monarchy of all &res has been at length derived and conferreden m
Theophrastus Paracelsus, Prince of Philosophy ilNdicine. For this purpose | have been choseGbg to
extinguish and blot out all the phantasies of elatmand false works, of delusive and presumptwards, be they
the words of Aristotle, Galen, Avicenna, Mesvathe dogmas of any among their followers. My thepnpceeding
as it does from the light of Nature, can nevemtigh its consistency, pass away or be changedn o fifty-
eighth year after its millennium and a half it whien begin to flourish. The practice at the same following
upon the theory will be proved by wonderful andr@tible signs, so as to be open to mechanics amthonm
people, and they will thoroughly understand homfand immovable is that Paracelsic Art againstifiasngs of
the Sophists: though meanwhile that sophisticalree has to have its ineptitude propped up anifiéorby papal
and imperial privileges. In that | am esteemed &y § mendicant and vagabond sophist, the Danubtharighine
will answer that accusation, though | hold my tomglihose calumnies of yours falsely devised aganeshave
often displeased many courts and princes, manyriaipities, the knightly order, and the nobilityhave a treasure
hidden in a certain city called Weinden, belondgimg-orum Julii, at an inn, - a treasure which reityou, Leo of
Rome, nor you, Charles the German, could purch@seall your substance. Although the signed star leen
applied to the arcanum of your names, it is knosvndne but the sons of the divine Spagyric Arttt&m, you
wormy and lousy Sophist, since you deem the monairelncana a mere ignorant, fatuous, and prodigatk, now,
in this mid age, | determine in my present trediisdisclose the honourable course of procedutiedse matters,
the virtues and preparation of the celebrated Tinecdf the Philosophers for the use and honoull effe love the
truth, and in order that all who despise the tmig may be reduced to poverty. By this arcanuniaseage shall be
illuminated clearly and compensated for all itssks by the gift of grace and the reward of thatsgfitruth, so that
since the beginning of the world no similar gerntima of the intelligence and of wisdom shall evaexé been heard
of. In the meantime, vice will not be able to suggs the good, nor will the resources of those ugjpersons, many
though they be, cause any loss to the upright.



THE BOOK CONCERNING THE TINCTURE OF THE PHILOSOPHER

CHAPTER I

I, PHILIPPUS Theophrastus Paracelsus Bombast hedyliy Divine grace, many ways have been sougthieto
Tincture of the Philosophers, which finally all cato the same scope and end. Hermes TrismegiBtuEgyptian,
approached this task in his own method. Orus, tteek; observed the same process. Hali, the Aratgamgined
firm in his order. But Albertus Magnus, the Germfmtiowed also a lengthy process. Each one of thelsenced in
proportion to his own method; nevertheless, thégraive at one and the same end, at a long lifensch desired
by the philosophers, and also at an honourablesaste and means of preserving that life in thiteyaf Misery.
Now at this time, |, Theophrastus Paracelsus Bomb&march of the Arcana, am endowed by God wittcsd
gifts for this end, that every searcher after shipreme philosophic work may be forced to imitate & follow me,
be he Italian, Pole, Gaul, German, or whatsoeverhmsoever he be. Come hither after me, all yolopbphers,
astronomers, and spagyrists, of however lofty asmgenmay be, | will show and open to you, Alchemastd
Doctors, who are exalted by me with the most comsata labours, this corporeal regeneration. | wiich you the
tincture, the arcanuml, the quintessence, wheielnd the foundations of all mysteries and ofvadrks. For every
person may and ought to believe in another ontha@se matters, which he has tried by fire. If ang shall have
brought forward anything contrary to this methodrperimentation in the Spagyric Art or in Medigitigere is no
reason for your belief in him, since, experimemtatrough the agency of fire, the true is separéiem the false.
The light of Nature indeed is created in this wihgt by means thereof the proof or trial of evenghmay appear,
but only to those who walk in this light. With tHight we will teach, by the very best methods efribnstration,
that all those who before me have approached ehilfficult province with their own fancies and &eu
speculations have, to their own loss, incurreddneger of their foolishness. On which account, frayn
standpoint, many rustics have been ennobled; buh®other hand, through the speculative and opative art of
these many nobles have been changed into clowdsiace they carried golden mountains in their Heefdre they
had put their hand to the fire. First of all, thémere must be learnt - digestions, distillatislimations,
reverberations, extractions, solutions, coagulatiéermentations, fixations, and every instrumehictv is requisite
for this work must be mastered by experience, siscglass vessels, cucurbites, circulators, ves§élsrmes,
earthen vessels, baths, blast-furnaces, reverbiestand instruments of like kind, also marbleglspand tongs.
Thus at length you will be able to profit in Alchgrand in Medicine.

But so long as, relying on fancy and opinion, yteage to your fictitious books, you are fitted gorédestinated for

no one of these things.
CHAPTER 1.
CONCERNING THE DEFINITION OF THE SUBJECT AND MATTERF THE
TINCTURE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS.

Before | come, then, to the process of the Tingtiiie needful that | open to you the subject ¢loér for, up to the
present time, this has always been kept in a sheoiecult way by the lovers of truth. So, there timatter of the
Tincture (when you understand me in a Spagyriaagekis a certain thing which, by the art of Vulzapasses out
of three essences into one essence, or it may meBat, that | may give it its proper name, accogdio the use of
the ancients, though it is called by many the Ried Lstill it is known by few. This, by the aid bfature and the
skill of the Artist himself, can be transmuted iat&hite Eagle, so that out of one two are produaad beyond

this the brightness of gold does not shine so nfioicthe Spagyrist as do these two when kept in blosv, if you
do not understand the use of the Cabalists andlthastronomers, you are not born by God for theg$pc art, or
chosen by Nature for the work of Vulcan, or credtedpen your mouth concerning Alchemical Arts. Tingtter of
the Tincture, then, is a very great pearl and at imescious treasure, and the noblest thing nettidananifestation
of the Most High and the consideration of men widah exist upon earth. This is the Lili of Alcheayd of
Medicine, which the philosophers have so diligestiyght after, but, through the failure of entimWledge and
complete preparation, they have not progresseletpérfect end thereof. By means of their invetiiga and
experiments, only the initial stage of the Tinctbes been given to us; but the true foundationchvhiy colleagues
must imitate, has been left for me, so that nosdrild mingle their shadows with our good intergidn by right
after my long experiences, correct the Spagyréstd,separate the false or the erroneous fromuleg smce, by
long investigations, | have found reasons why lusthde able justly to blame and to change diversags. If,
indeed, | had found out experiments of the ancibatger than my own, | should scarcely have takesuch great
labours as, for the sake, the utility, and the atbge of all good Alchemists, | have undergoneinglly. Since,
then, the subject of the Tincture has been suffttyadeclared, so that it scarcely could or oughbé exceeded in
fidelity between two brothers, | approach its pragian, and after | have laid down the experierafdébe first age, |



wish to add my own inventions; to which at last &ge of Grace will by-and-by give its adhesion, @éver of the
patriarchs, O Sophist, you, in the meantime, diele made leaders.

CHAPTER III.
CONCERNING THE PROCESS OF THE ANCIENTS FOR THE TINARE OF
THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND A MORE COMPENDIOUS METHOD BY

PARACELSUS.

The old Spagyrists putrefied Lili for a philosopiliecnonth, and afterwards distilled therefrom thdshspirits, until
at length the dry spirits were elevated. They agabued the caput mortuum with moist spirits, aneldthem off
from it frequently by distillation until the dry Bjis were all elevated. Then afterwards they uhttee moisture that
had been drawn off and the dry spirits by mearesélican, three or four times, until the whold témained dry at
the bottom. Although early experience gave thicpss before fixation, none the less our ancesften attained a
perfect realisation of their wish by this methotiey would, however, have had a shorter way of iaugiat the
treasure of the Red Lion if they had learnt theeagrent of Astronomy with Alchemy, as | have demmast it in
the Apocalypse of Hermes3. But since every dayC{asst says for the consolation of the faithfulklits own
peculiar care, the labour for the Spagyrists befioydimes has been great and heavy; but this, &hétp of the
Holy Spirit flowing into us, will, in this last ag®e lightened and made clear by my theory andtipeador all those
who constantly persevere in their work with paterfeor | have tested the properties of Natureestences and
conditions, and | know its conjunction and resaatiwhich are the highest and greatest gift fonisopopher, and
never understood by the sophists up to this timieeiytherefore, the earliest age gave the firstéapce of the
Tincture, the Spagyrists made two things out of simple. But when afterwards, in the Middle Ageastinvention
had died out, their successors by diligent scrugiftgrwards came upon the two names of this sinapid,they
named it with one word, namely, Lili, as being subject of the Tincture. At length the imitatorsNsture
putrefied this matter at its proper period juseltke seed in the earth, since before this coonptothing could be
born from it, nor any arcanum break forth fromAifterwards they drew off the moist spirits from timatter, until at
length, by the violence of the fire, the dry welgbaequally sublimated, so that, in this way, asthe rustic does at
the proper time of year, they might come to maguag one after another is wont to ascend and itaviagly. Lastly,
as after the spring comes summer, they incorpotatesk fruits and dry spirits, and brought the Mgagly of the
Tincture to such a point that it came to the hanasd laid itself out for ripening.

CHAPTER IV.
CONCERNING THE PROCESS FOR THE TINCTURE OF THE
PHILOSOPHERS, AS IT IS SHORTENED BY PARACELSUS.

The ancient Spagyrists would not have required seregithened labour and such wearisome repetititiveif had
learnt and practised their work in my school. Thvuld have obtained their wish just as well, wil liess expense
and labour. But at this time, when Theophrastuadtdsus has arrived as the Monarch of Arcana, ghertunity is

at hand for finding out those things which wereultto all Spagyrists before me. Wherefore | sagkd only the

rose-coloured blood from the Lion and the glutemfithe Eagle. When you have mixed these, coagtliate
according to the old process, and you will haveTimeture of the Philosophers, which an infinitemher have
sought after and very few have found. Whether ydluownot, sophist, this Magistery is in Naturestf, a
wonderful thing of God above Nature, and a mostiptes treasure in this Valley of Sorrows. If yookaat it from
without it seems a paltry thing to transmute anoihi® something far more noble than it was bef@nat you must,
nevertheless, allow this, and confess that itiisracle produced by the Spagyrist, who by the Bhi®preparation
corrupts a visible body which is externally vilegrih which he excites another most noble and mestipus
essence. If you, in like manner, have learnt angttiiom the light of Aristotle, or from us, or frothe rules of
Serapio, come forth, and bring that knowledge darpantally to light. Preserve now the right of theh8ols, as
becomes a lover of honour and a doctor. But if oow nothing and can do nothing, why do you despiseas
though | were an irrational Helvetian cow, and igheagainst me as a wandering vagabond? Art is@nseNature
and a universe of its own, as experience withessesgdemonstrates against you and your idols. Sorest
therefore, the Alchemist compounds certain simpldsch he afterwards corrupts according to his nhaed
prepares thence another thing. For thus very afite¢mf many things one is made, which effects ntba@ Nature
of herself can do, as in Gastaynum it is perfestyl known that Venus is produced from Saturn; ari6thia, Luna
out of Venus; and in Hungary, Sol out of Luna; ss@over in silence for the time being the tranatiaris of other
natural objects, which were well known to the Magid more wonderfully than Ovid narrates in his
Metamorphoses do they come to the light. That yay rightly understand me, seek your Lion in thetEasd your



Eagle in the South, for this our work which hasrbaedertaken. You will not find better instrumetitan Hungary
and Istria produce. But if you desire to lead franity by duality in trinity with equal permutatiaf each, then you
should direct your journey to the South; so in @ygpshall you gain all your desire, concerning whighmust not
dilate more profusely than we have done at pre3éwe are still many more of these arcana whidtibix
transmutations, though they are known to few. Altltdbaigh these may by the Lord God be made martifest
anyone, still, the rumour of this Art does not battaccount at once break forth, but the Almighteg therewith
the understanding how to conceal these and ottealits even to the coming of Elias the Artisihich time there
shall be nothing so occult that it shall not besded. You also see with your eyes (though thene iseed to speak
of these things, which may be taken derisively cayg) that in the fire of Sulphur is a great tinetfor gems,
which, indeed, exalts them to a loftier degree tNature by herself could do. But this gradatiomeftals and gems
shall be omitted by me in this place, since | havitten sufficiently about it in my Secret of Sets,en my book on
the Vexations of Alchemists, and abundantly else@has | have begun the process of our ancestdhstiaé
Tincture of the Philosophers, | will now perfectignclude it.

CHAPTER V.
CONCERNING THE CONCLUSION OF THE PROCESS OF THE ARNTS,
MADE BY PARACELSUS.

Lastly, the ancient Spagyrists having placed hilaipelican and dried it, fixed it by means of gutated increase of
the fire, continued so long until from blacknesg plermutation into all the colours, it became redkod, and
therewith assumed the condition of a salamandghtRi indeed, did they proceed with such laboad & the

same way it is right and becoming that everyoneilshproceed who seeks this pearl. It will be veiffiailt for me

to make this clearer to you unless you shall haaentt in the School of the Alchemists to obsereedbgrees of the
fire, and also to change your vessels. For théength you will see that soon after your Lili shiadlve become
heated in the Philosophic Egg, it becomes, withdeoful appearances, blacker than the crow; aftetsyan
succession of time, whiter than the swan; andsat fessing through a yellow colour, it turns owtrered than any
blood. Seek, seek, says the first Spagyrist, andshall find; knock, and it shall be opened unta.yiowould be
impious and indecorous to put food in the mouth perfidious bird. Let her rather fly to it, evenlawith others
before me, have been compelled to do. But follme thrt; for this will lead you to its perfect knoedge. It is not
possible that anything should here be set down ffiudiseor more clearly than | have before spokeet your
Pharisaical schools teach you what they will frén@irt unstable and slippery foundation, which reaah its end
or its aim. When at length you shall have beenhtag accurately as possible the Alchemistic Asthimg in the
nature of things shall then at length be so diffiathich cannot be made manifest to you by thecdithis Art.

Nature, indeed, herself does not bring forth amgthinto the light which is advanced to its highestfection, as can

be seen in this place from the unity, or the unafrgur duality. But a man ought by Spagyric preypians to lead it
thither where it was ordained by Nature. Let tragénbeen sufficiently said by me, concerning tleeess of the

ancients and my correction of the Tincture of théd3ophers, so far as relates to its preparation.

Moreover, since now we have that treasure of thgo#ans in our hands, it remains that we turn ibto use: and

this is offered to us by the Spagyric Magisterywio ways. According to the former mode it can bpligg for the

renewing of the body; according to the latter tioide used for the transmutation of metals. Sitrem, |,

Theophrastus Paracelsus, have tried each of theiffénent ways, | am willing to put them forwarddato describe

them according to the signs indeed of the work,anih experience and proof they appeared to nertstd more

perfectly.

CHAPTER VI.
CONCERNING THE TRANSMUTATION OF METALS BY THE
PERFECTION OF MEDICINE.

If the Tincture of the Philosophers is to be usadtfansmutation, a pound of it must be projecte@ ¢éhousand
pounds of melted Sol. Then, at length, will a Mé@uichave been prepared for transmuting the lepmmisture of
the metals. This work is a wonderful one in thétigf Nature, namely, that by the Magistery, or ¢iperation of
the Spagyrist, a metal, which formerly existed,i8ti@erish, and another be produced. This factéradered that

same Avristotle, with his ill-founded philosophytdaus. For truly, when the rustics in Hungary ¢ast at the

proper season into a certain fountain, commonled&ifferbrunnen, it is consumed into rust, andewtthis is
liquefied with a blast-fire, it soon exists as pMenus, and never more returns to iron. Similariythe mountain
commonly called Kuttenberg, they obtain a lixivieut of marcasites, in which iron is forthwith tuchimto Venus
of a high grade, and more malleable than the gqitetuced by Nature. These things, and more liketlzze



known to simple men rather than to sophists, nantietyse which turn one appearance of a metal imbhar. And
these things, moreover, through the remarkablecoopt of the ignorant, and partly, too, on accodrhe just envy
of the artificers, remain almost hidden. But | nifjse Istria, have often brought Venus to morerttraenty-four
(al. 38) degrees, so that the colour of Sol cooldnmount higher, consisting of Antimony or or Qa&rivhich
Venus | used in all respects as other kinds.
But though the old artists were very desirous @& #rcanum, and sought it with the greatest diligemevertheless,
very few could bring it by means of a perfect pragian to its end. For the transmutation of anriofemetal into a
superior one brings with it many difficulties anstacles, as the change of Jove into Luna, or Vetos$ol.
Perhaps on account of their sins God willed that\Mfagnalia of Nature should be hidden from many .ren
sometimes, when this Tincture has been preparedltisys, and they were not able to reduce theijieption to
work its effects, it happened that, by their caastess and bad guardianship, this was eaten uwiby;, fvhose
feathers thereupon fell off, and, as | myself hs@en, grew again. In this way transmutation, thindtsyabuse from
the carelessness of the artists, came into MedasideAlchemy. For when they were unable to us&theture
according to their desire, they converted the stntikee renovation of men, as shall be heard molarge in the

following chapter.
CHAPTER VII.

CONCERNING THE RENOVATION OF MEN.

Some of the first and primitive philosophers of gglyave lived by means of this Tincture for a hwadand fifty
years. The life of many, too, has been extendecparidnged to several centuries, as is most cledudyvn in
different histories, though it seems scarcely drledio any one. For its power is so remarkableitreattends the
life of the body beyond what is possible to its genital nature, and keeps it so firmly in that dtiod that it lives
on in safety from all infirmities. And although.deed, the body at length comes to old age, nevesthdt still
appears as though it were established in its prymath.

So, then, the Tincture of the Philosophers is asehsial Medicine, and consumes all diseases, bysebaér name
they are called, just like an invisible fire. Thesé is very small, but its effect is most powerBy.means thereof |
have cured the leprosy, venereal disease, drampsyalling sickness, colic, scab, and similar efftins; also lupus,
cancer, noli-me-tangere, fistulas, and the whote i internal diseases, more surely than one doelidve. Of this

fact Germany, France, Italy, Poland, Bohemia, &titl afford the most ample evidence.
Now, Sophist, look at Theophrastus Paracelsus. elwyour Apollo, Machaon, and Hippocrates standnagjane?
This is the Catholicum of the Philosophers, by Whadl these philosophers have attained long liferdgisting
diseases, and they have attained this end enéirelynost effectually, and so, according to thalgjuent, they
named it The Tincture of the Philosophers. For vdaatthere be in the whole range of medicine grehss such
purgation of the body, by means whereof all supé#yfiis radically removed from it and transmuted®? #when the
seed is once made sound all else is perfected. @ads the ill-founded purgation of the sophistes it removes
nothing as it ought? This, therefore, is the masebent foundation of a true physician, the regatien of the
nature, and the restoration of youth. After thig hew essence itself drives out all that is opgpdsdt. To effect
this regeneration, the powers and virtues of tmeflire of the Philosophers were miraculously discest, and up
to this time have been used in secret and kepteaded by true Spagyrists.

HERE ENDS THE BOOK CONCERNING THE TINCTURE OF THEHROSOPHERS.

NOTES

1 The Arcanum of a substance is not the virtius) but the essenceif) and the potencypptentig, and is
stronger than the virtue; nevertheless, an old efrthe doctors conferred the name of virtues upenpotential
essences.RParamirum Lib. IV. Many things are elsewhere set forth cenming the Quintessence, but what is
described is really a separation or extractiorhefgure from the impure, not a true quintessenukjtas more
correctly termed an ArcanunExplicatio Totius Astronomiae
2 The office of Vulcan is the separation of the difrom the bad. So the Art of Vulcan, which is Adchy, is like
unto death, by which the eternal and the tempoeatlvided one from another. So also this art mightalled the
death of things. Be Morbis Metallicis Lib. 1., Tract Ill., c. 1. Vulcan is an astraldnot a corporal fabricator De
Caduco Matricig Par. VI. The artist working in metals and othénenals transforms them into other colours, and in
so doing his operation is like that of the heawsalf. For as the artist excocts by means of Vyloathe igneous
element, so heaven performs the work of coctioouth the Sun. The Sun, therefore, is the Vulcameaf/en
accomplishing coction in the earthDe Icteritiis. Vulcan is the fabricator and architect of all théngor is his
habitation in heaven only, that is, in the firmamdmut equally in all the other elementdib. Meteorumec. 4.




Where the three prime principles are wanting, tlase the igneous essence is absent. The Ignedoanvis
nothing else but Sulphur, Sal Nitrum, and Mercujid., c.5.

3 The Book of the Revelation of Hermes, interprdigd heophrastus Paracelsus, concerning the Suftenret of
the World, seems to have been first brought ta lighBenedictus Figulus, and appeared pieee de résistande
his "Golden and Blessed Casket of Nature's Maryelsivhich an English translation has been vergndy
published. ("A Golden and Blessed Casket of Natuvigrvels". By Benedictus Figulus. Now first donéoi
English from the German original published at Frfartkin the year 1608. London: James Elliott and 8.,
1893). Among the many writings which have been latsly attributed to Hermes, there does not seebetany
record of an apocalypse, and it is impossible yovgaat forged document may have been the subject of
interpretation by Paracelsus. As the collectiofigtilus is now so readily accessible, it is somewii@erfluous to
reproduce the treatise here, but since this tréioslalaims to include everything written by theypltian of
Hohenheim on the subject of Alchemy and the Unile¥gedicine, it is appended at this point. It shibloé
premised that Benedictus Figulus complains bitteflihe mutilation and perversion to which the wodt
Paracelsus were subjected, and the Revelationmfie¢teseems in many parts to betray another hapeciedly in
its quotation of authorities who are not counterangy its reputed author. Hermes, Plato, Aristatiel other
philosophers, flourishing at different times, whavh introduced the Arts, and more especially hapéoeed the
secrets of inferior Creation, all these have eggarlight a means whereby man's body might be wesérom
decay and become endued with immortality. To thiewas answered that there is nothing which mighveethe
mortal body from death; but that there is One Thifgch may postpone decay, renew youth; and prosbrogt
human life (as with the patriarchs). For death laasas a punishment upon our first parents, AdathEve, and
will never depart from all their descendants. Tfaee the above philosophers, and many others, awght this
One Thing with great labour, and have found that twhich preserves the human body from corrupto,
prolongs life, conducts itself, with respect toertelements, as it were like the Heavens; from itey
understood that the Heavens are a substance dim¥®utr Elements. And just as the Heavens, witheago the
other elements, are held to be the fifth substéiocehey are indestructible, stable, and suffefareign
admixture), so also this One Thing (compared tddhees of our body) is an indestructible essedogng up all
the superfluities of our bodies, and has been pbphically called by the above-mentioned names tigither hot
and dry like fire, nor cold and moist like wateormwarm and moist like air, nor dry and cold lileth. But it is a
skilful, perfect equation of all the Elements, ghticommingling of natural forces, a most particuiaion of
spiritual virtues, an indissoluble uniting of boalyd soul. It is the purest and noblest substanea afdestructible
body, which cannot be destroyed nor harmed by teménts, and is produced by Art. With this, Ariktqirepared
an apple, prolonging life by its scent, when higeéin days before his death, could neither eatirink on account
of old age. This spiritual Essence, or One Things wevealed from above to Adam, and was greatlyedtby the
Holy Fathers; this also Hermes and Aristotle dadl Truth without Lies, the most sure of all thirgstain, the
Secret of all Secrets. It is the Last and the Highiding to be sought under the Heavens, a wondrosgg and
finish of philosophical work, by which are discogdrthe dews of Heaven and the fastnesses of Bghtat the
mouth of man cannot utter is all found in this Bp&ks Morienus says: "He who has this has alldgsirand wants no
other aid. For in it are all temporal happinesdglilychealth, and earthly fortune. It is the spaftthe fifth substance,
a Fount of all Joys ( beneath the rays of the mabe)Supporter of Heaven and Earth, the Movereaf &d Wind,
the Outpourer of Rain, upholding the strength bftahgs, an excellent spirit above Heavenly artkospirits,
giving Health, Joy, Peace, Love; driving away Hataad Sorrow, bringing in Joy, expelling all Evjlickly
healing all Diseases, destroying Poverty and mjdeagling to all good things, preventing all evirds and
thoughts, giving man his heart's desire, bringmthe pious earthly honour and long life, but te #icked who
misuse it, Eternal Punishment". This is the SpifiTruth, which the world cannot comprehend withtig
interposition of the Holy Ghost, or without the tingtion of those who know it. The same is of a tegisus nature,
wondrous strength, boundless power. The Saints) the beginning of the world, have desired to befitslface.
By Avicenna this Spirit is named the Soul of theAfloFor, as the Soul moves all the limbs of thdyhso also
does this Spirit move all bodies. And as the Ssiiall the limbs of the Body, so also is thisr&pn all
elementary created things. It is sought by manyfandd by few. It is beheld from afar and found méar it exists
in every thing, in every place, and at all time$ds the powers of all creatures; its action istbin all elements,
and the qualities of all things are therein, evethe highest perfection. By virtue of this essesideAdam and the
Patriarchs preserve their health and live to areex¢ age, some of them also flourishing in gredtes. When the
philosophers had discovered it, with great diligeaad labour, they straightway concealed it undstramge
tongue, and in parables, lest the same should be&kaown to the unworthy, and the pearls be castrbefwine.
For if everyone knew it, all work and industry wdwease; man would desire nothing but this oneytlprople
would live wickedly, and the world be ruined, segthat they would provoke God by reason of thearae and



superfluity. For eye hath not seen, nor ear hesdhath the heart of man understood what Heavinrtzurally
incorporated with this Spirit. Therefore have ldfiy enumerated some of the qualities of this §ptivithe Honour
of God, that the pious may reverently praise Hirklis gifts (which gift of God shall afterwards coneethem), and
I will herewith shew what powers and virtues it gesses in each thing, also its outward appeartratdt may be
more readily recognised. In its first state, it@ps as an impure earthly body, full of imperfatsiolt then has an
earthly nature, healing all sickness and woundkérbowels of man, producing good and consuminggfiesh,
expelling all stench, and healing generally, indiaathd outwardly. In its second nature, it appears watery
body, somewhat more beautiful than before, becgld®ugh still having its corruptions) its Virtigegreater. It is
much nearer the truth, and more effective in wolkshis form it cures cold and hot fevers and gpacific against
poisons, which it drives from heart and lungs, imgaithe same when injured or wounded, purifyinghteod, and,
taken three times a day, is of great comfort indesléases. But in its third nature it appears aseaial body, of an
oily nature, almost freed from all imperfectionswhich form it does many wondrous works, produdieguty and
strength of body, and (a small quantity being takethe food) preventing melancholy and heatinthefgall,
increasing the quantity of the blood and seedhabftequent bleeding becomes necessary. It exgheddood
vessels, cures withered limbs, restores strendtietsight, in growing persons removes what is slyzeis and
makes good defects in the limbs. In its fourth rattuappears in a fiery form (not quite freed frath
imperfections, still somewhat watery and not deadugh), wherein it has many virtues, making tldeyolung and
reviving those at the point of death. For if tolsam one there be given, in wine, a barleycornightef this fire,
so that it reach the stomach, it goes to his hesmgwing him at once, driving away all previousishae and
poison, and restoring the natural heat of the liGven in small doses to old people, it removesdiseases of age,
giving the old young hearts and bodies. Hencedalked the Elixir of Life. In its fifth and lastature, it appears in a
glorified and illuminated form, without defects,igimg like gold and silver, wherein it possessépadvious
powers and virtues in a higher and more wondrogsede Here its natural works are taken for miradlésen
applied to the roots of dead trees they revivendinig forth leaves and fruit. A lamp, the oil of ieh is mingled
with this spirit, continues to burn for ever withi@iminution. It converts crystals into the mosegipbus stones of all
colours, equal to those from the mines, and dogsmrother incredible wonders which may not be rexgab the
unworthy. For it heals all dead and living bodigthaut other medicine. Here Christ is my witnesat thlie not, for
all heavenly influences are united and combinedetheThis essence also reveals all treasuresrih aad sea,
converts all metallic bodies into gold, and theraathing like unto it under Heaven. This spirittie secret hidden
from the beginning, yet granted by God to a fewyhnén for the revealing of these iches to His Glodyvelling in
fiery form in the air, and leading earth with ifsiel heaven, while from its body there flow whoieers of living
water. This spirit flies through the midst of theavens like a morning mist, leads its burningifite the water,
and has its shining realm in the heavens. And athdhese writings may be regarded as false byethaer, yet to
the initiated they are true and possible, wherhttlden sense is properly understood. For God ilerdal in His
works, and His wisdom is without end. This spnititis fiery form is called a Sandaraca, in theaexiKybrick, in
the watery an Azoth, in the earthly Alcohoph antb@&bsoph. Hence they are deceived by these namessebking
without instruction, think to find this Spirit ofite in things foreign to our Art. For although ttagirit which we
seek, on account of its qualities, is called bgéheames, yet the same is not in these bodieseaimibicbe in them.
For a refined spirit cannot appear except in a mdtable to its nature. And, by however many naines called,
let no one imagine there be different spirits, &y what one will, there is but one spirit workegerywhere and in
all things. That is the spirit which, when risirigymines the Heavens, when setting incorporatesilrity of Earth,
and when brooding has embraced the Waters. Thisisphamed Raphael, the Angel of God, the subdad
purest, whom the others all obey as their KingsHpiritual substance is neither heavenly nordielbut an airy,
pure, and hearty body, midway between the highesi@avest, without reason, but fruitful in worksidathe most
select and beautiful of all other heavenly thingss work of God is far too deep for understandfiog,it is the last,
greatest, and highest secret of Nature. It is @igt®f God, which in the Beginning filled the ¢larand brooded
over the waters, which the world cannot grasp withbe gracious interposition of the Holy Spiridainstruction
from those who know it, which also the whole wadkekires for its virtue, and which cannot be prigadugh. For it
reaches to the planets, raises the clouds, drivey eists, gives its light to all things, turns exthing into Sun and
Moon, bestows all health and abundance of treaslganses the leper, brightens the eyes, banishems heals
the sick, reveals all hidden treasures, and, géyecares all diseases. Through this spirit hawe pgihilosophers
invented the Seven Liberal Arts, and thereby gathed riches. Through the same Moses made theegaldssels
in the Ark, and King Solomon did many beautiful W®to the honour of God. Therewith Moses built the
Tabernacle, Noah the Ark, Solomon the Temple. By, tzra restored the Law, and Miriam, Moses' sistas
hospitable; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and othletedus men, have had lifelong abundance and rienesall the
saints possessing it have therewith praised Goekefdbre is its acquisition very hard, more thar tiaold and



silver. For it is the best of all things, becausell things mortal that man can desire in thigldionothing can
compare with it, and in it alone is truth. Hencisitalled the Stone and Spirit of Truth; in itsrk®is no vanity, its
praise cannot be sufficiently expressed. | am wntbspeak enough of its virtues, because its goatities and
powers are beyond human thoughts, unutterableebtotigue of man, and in it are found the propedfesl things.
Yea, there is nothing deeper in Nature. O unfathdenabyss of God's Wisdom, which thus hath unireti a
comprised in the virtue and power of this One $giie qualities of all existing bodies! O unsped&diwnour and
boundless joy granted to mortal man! For the desitrie things of Nature are restored by virtueha said Spirit. O
mystery of mysteries, most secret of all secreighi and healing and medicine of all things! Thami tiscovery in
earthly natures, last best gift to Patriarchs angeS, greatly desired by the whole world! Oh, véhatondrous and
laudable spirit is purity, in which stand all jaighes, fruitfulness of life, and art of all arsspower which to its
initiates grants all material joys! O desirable Wedge, lovely above all things beneath the ciaflthe Moon, by
which Nature is strengthened, and heart and limbsemewed, blooming youth is preserved, old ageedraway,
weakness destroyed, beauty in its perfection prederand abundance ensured in all things pleasingen! O thou
spiritual substance, lovely above all things! Oulheondrous power, strengthening all the world! Gutinvincible
virtue, highest of all that is, although despisgdHte ignorant, yet held by the wise in great prai®nour, and
glory, that - proceeding from humours - wakestdbad, expellest diseases, restorest the voiceeafytimg! O thou
treasure of treasures, mystery of mysteries, céjeévicenna "an unspeakable substance”, the panesmost
perfect soul of the world, than which there is maghmore costly under Heaven, unfathomable in mad&umnd power,
wonderful in virtue and works, having no equal agareatures, possessing the virtues of all bodideruHeaven!
For from it flow the water of life, the oil and hey of eternal healing, and thus hath it nourisHmeart with honey
and water from the rock. Therefore, saith Morieritge who hath it, the same also hath all thingdésBed art
Thou, Lord God of our Fathers, in that Thou hagegithe prophets this knowledge and understanthiagthey
have hidden these things (lest they should be dised by the blind, and those drowned in worldlglgesness) by
which the wise and the pious have praised Theethteodiscoverers of the mystery of this thing te timworthy are
breakers of the seal of Heavenly Revelation, thec#fending God's Majesty, and bringing upon thelwese many
misfortunes and the punishments of God. Therefdyeg all Christians, possessing this knowledgeptmmunicate
the same to nobody, except it be to one living adless, of well-proved virtue, and praising Gd¢ho has given
such a treasure to man. For many seek, but fewitfiktbnce the impure and those living in vice angvorthy of it.
Therefore is this Art to be shewn to all God-fegnoersons, because it cannot be bought with a.priestify
before God that | lie not, although it appear ingdole to fools, that no one has hitherto explorediuke so deeply.
The Almighty be praised for having created this #mwtl for revealing it to God-fearing men. Amen. Ahds is
fulfilled this precious and excellent work, callgg: revealing of the occult spirit, in which liedbien the secrets and
mysteries of the world. But this spirit is one gemniand divine, wonderful, and lordly power. Fogritbraces the
whole world, and overcomes the Elements and thie Sitibstance. To our Trismegistus Spagyrus, Jestst(he
praise and glory immortal. Amen.

TheTreasure of Treasuresfor Alchemists by
Par acelsus

The Treasure of Treasures for Alchemists.
By Philippus Theophrastus Bombast, Paracelsus tbatG

NATURE begets a mineral in the bowels of the edrtiere are two kinds of it, which are found in malistricts of
Europe. The best which has been offered to me,iwddgn has been found genuine in experimentatsogxtiernally
in the figure of the greater world, and is in tlastern part of the sphere of the Sun. The othéheirSouthern Star,
is now in its first efflorescence. The bowels of garth thrust this forth through its surfaces fiound red in its first
coagulation, and in it lie hid all the flowers acmlours of the minerals. Much has been written afiday the
philosophers, for it is of a cold and moist nataned agrees with the element of water.
So far as relates to the knowledge of it and expemt with it, all the philosophers before me, thotigey have
aimed at it with their missiles, have gone veryevd the mark. They believed that Mercury and Sutphkere the
mother of all metals, never even dreaming of makirgntion meanwhile of a third; and yet when theewét
separated from it by Spagyric Art the truth is phairevealed, though it was unknown to Galen oht@enna. But
if, for the sake of our excellent physicians, we kadescribe only the name, the composition; theallution, and



coagulation, as in the beginning of the world Natoroceeds with all growing things, a whole yeauldascarcely
suffice me, and, in order to explain these thimgs,even the skins of numerous cows would be adequa

Now, | assert that in this mineral are found thpeaciples, which are Mercury, Sulphur, and the &tad Water
which has served to naturally coagulate it. Spagseience is able to extract this last from itspgrguice when it is
not altogether matured, in the middle of the autujust like a pear from a tree. The tree potentiedintains the
pear. If the Celestial Stars and Nature agree tréaefirst of all puts forth shoots in the montiMarch; then it
thrusts out buds, and when these open the flowsap, and so on in due order until in autumn s grows ripe.
So is it with the minerals. These are born, in hikanner, in the bowels of the earth. Let the Alcisesiwho are
seeking the Treasure of Treasures carefully nage Itvill shew them the way, its beginning, itsddie, and its end.
In the following treatise | will describe the prop&ater, the proper Sulphur, and the proper Baknebf. By
means of these three the resolution and compositecoagulated into one.

CONCERNING THE SULPHUR OF CINNABAR.

Take mineral Cinnabar and prepare it in the follggnanner. Cook it with rain water in a stone vefsethree
hours. Then purify it carefully, and dissolve itAqua Regis, which is composed of equal parts toioj nitre, and
sal ammoniac. Another formula is vitriol, saltpets®im, and common salt.

Distil this in an alembic. Pour it on again, angaate carefully the pure from the impure thus.it ptitrefy for a
month in horse-dung; then separate the elememiteifollowing manner. If it puts forth its signlgramence the
distillation by means of an alembic with a firetbé first degree. The water and the air will ascéinel fire and the
earth will remain at the bottom. Afterwards joireth again, and gradually treat with the ashes. Savtter and the
air will again ascend first, and afterwards theredat of fire, which expert artists recognise. Thetewill remain in
the bottom of the vessel. This collect there. Wit many seek after and few find.

This dead earth in the reverberatory you will prepaccording to the rules of Art, and afterwardd fuek of the
first degree for five days and nights. When thesestelapsed you must apply the second degreedmatime
number of days and nights, and proceed accordidgttaith the material enclosed. At length you Vitid a
volatile salt, like a thin alkali, containing irsélf the Astrum of fire and earth2. Mix this witettwo elements that
have been preserved, the water and the earth. Atsde it on the ashes for eight days and eighitsjgand you
will find that which has been neglected by manyigist Separate this according to your experienue agcording
to the rules of the Spagyric Art, and you will havehite earth, from which its colour has beenawtgd. Join the
element of fire and salt to the alkalised eartlye3t in a pelican to extract the essence. Themwaagh will be
deposited, which put aside.

CONCERNING THE RED LION.

Afterwards take the lion in the pelican which alsdound [at] first, when you see its tincture,ttlsato say, the
element of fire which stands above the water, theaad the earth. Separate it from its depositribyration. Thus
you will have the true aurum potabile3. Sweetes with the alcohol of wine poured over it, and tlagstil in an
alembic until you perceive no acidity to remairthie Aqua Regia.

This Oil of the Sun, enclosed in a retort hermdiicgealed, you must place for elevation that ityrha exalted and
doubled in its degree. Then put the vessel, $tilely shut, in a cool place. Thus it will not kissblved, but
coagulated. Place it again for elevation and caigul, and repeat this three times. Thus will ledpced the
Tincture of the Sun, perfect in its degree. Keépithits own place.

CONCERNING THE GREEN LION.

Take the vitriol of Venus4, carefully prepared aciiog to the rules of Spagyric Art; and add thetb®elements of
water and air which you have reserved. Resolve sahtb putrefy for a month according to instrustiowhen the
putrefaction is finished, you will behold the sighthe elements. Separate, and you will soon seebhours,
namely, white and red. The red is above the wiiibe. red tincture of the vitriol is so powerful tliateddens all
white bodies, and whitens all red ones, which isdesful.

Work upon this tincture by means of a retort, and will perceive a blackness issue forth. Treag#in by means
of the retort, repeating the operation until it @mout whitish. Go on, and do not despair of thekwRectify until
you find the true, clear Green Lion, which you widktognise by its great weight. You will see thas heavy and
large. This is the Tincture, transparent gold. Yilisee marvellous signs of this Green Lion, sastcould be
bought by no treasures of the Roman Leo. Happyhw@has learnt how to find it and use it for a timet

This is the true and genuine Balsamb5, the BalsatheoHeavenly Stars, suffering no bodies to decayallowing
leprosy, gout, or dropsy to take root. It is givera dose of one grain, if it has been fermenteti ulphur of Gold.
Ah, Charles the German, where is your treasure?r&\Vdne your philosophers? Where your doctors? Weénere
your decocters of woods, who at least purge arak?Pells your heaven reversed? Have your stars waaaert of
their course, and are they straying in anothert caldiay from the line of limitation, since your syare smitten with



blindness, as by a carbuncle, and other thingsmgakishow of ornament, beauty, and pomp? If ydistgawonly
knew that their prince Galen - they call none ik - was sticking in hell, from whence he has dettérs to me,
they would make the sign of the cross upon themseahith a fox's tail. In the same way your Avicesita in the
vestibule of the infernal portal; and | have digaltvith him about his aurum potabile, his Tinctaf¢he
Philosophers, his Quintessence, and Philosophierse Shis Mithridatic, his Theriac, and all thetré&3, you
hypocrites, who despise the truths taught you tosyephysician, who is himself instructed by Nafumed is a son
of God himselfl Come, then, and listen, impostoh®warevail only by the authority of your high pasits! After
my death, my disciples will burst forth and dragiyo the light, and shall expose your dirty drugkerewith up to
this time you have compassed the death of prirmrebthe most invincible magnates of the Christianldv Woe
for your necks in the day of judgment! | know ttiz@ monarchy will be mine. Mine, too, will be thertour and
glory. Not that | praise myself: Nature praises @€her | am born; her | follow. She knows me, dkdow her.
The light which is in her | have beheld in her;sidé, too, | have proved the same in the figurdhefmicrocosm,
and found it in that universe.
But | must proceed with my design in order to $atisy disciples to the full extent of their wishwillingly do this
for them, if only skilled in the light of Nature dthoroughly practised in astral matters, theylfjnbdecome adepts
in philosophy, which enables them to know the reatfrevery kind of water.
Take, then, of this liquid of the minerals whichave described, four parts by weight; of the Eaftted Sol two
parts; of Sulphur of Sol one part. Put these tagsiito a pelican, congelate, and dissolve theeethimes. Thus
you will have the Tincture of the Alchemists. Wevbanot here described its weight: but this is girethe book on
Transmutationse.
So, now, he who has one to a thousand ounces éfstinem Solis shall also tinge his own body of Sol.
If you have the Astrum of Mercury, in the same mangou will tinge the whole body of common Merculfyyou
have the Astrum of Venus you will, in like manngénge the whole body of Venus, and change it ihtoliest
metal. These facts have all been proved. The samséaiso be understood as to the Astra of the qgilagets, as
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Luna, and the rest. Fotuies are also prepared from these: concerninghwké&now make
no mention in this place, because we have alreadjt @t sufficient length upon them in the booktbba Nature of
Things and in the Archidoxies. So, too, the finstity of metals and terrestrial minerals have beewle, sufficiently
clear for Alchemists to enable them to get the Arafsts' Tincture.
This work, the Tincture of the Alchemists, need lb@tone of nine months; but quickly, and without dalay, you
may go on by the Spaygric Art of the Alchemistg],an the space of forty days, you can fix thishelmical
substance, exalt it, putrefy it, ferment it, coagelit into a stone, and produce the AlchemicaleRhd'. But it
should be noted well that the Sulphur of Cinnatesmomes the Flying Eagle, whose wings fly away witheind,
and carry the body of the phoenix to the nest efgaarent, where it is nourished by the elemeniref &nd the
young ones dig out its eyes: from whence there geses whiteness, divided in its sphere, into argpaed life out
of its own heart, by the balsam of its inward paaitxording to the property of the cabalists.

HERE ENDS THE TREASURE OF THE ALCHEMISTS.

NOTES

1 TheSignis nothing else than the mark left by an operafidre house constructed by the architect is the aig
his handicraft whereby his skill and art are deteed. Thus the sign is the achievement itsdlfe-Colica

2 The earth also has its Astrum, its course, iieQijust as much as the Firmament, but peculittd@lement. So
also there is an Astrum in the water, even asearetrth, and in like manner with air and fire. Gangently, the
upper Astrum has the Astra of the elements fomigslium and operates through them by an irresisditttaction.
Through this operation of the superior and infeAstra, all things are fecundated, and led on &ir thnd. -
Explicatio Totius Astronomia&Vithout the Astra the elements cannot flourishn.the Astrum of the earth all the
celestial operations thrive. The Astrum itselfidden, the bodies are manifest. ... The motiomefdarth is brought
about by the Astrum of the earth. ... There are Agira in man (corresponding to those of the felaments), for he
is the lesser world.Be CaducisPar. Il.

3 Aurum Potabilethat is, Potable Gold, Oil of Gold, and Quintexseof Gold, are distinguished thégirum
Potabileis gold rendered potable by intermixture with oteebstances, and with liquids. Oil of Gold is @n o
extracted from the precious metal without the addiof anything. The Quintessence of Gold is thiness of gold
extracted therefrom and separated from the bodlyeoinetal. De Membris ContractisTract Il., c. 2.

4 If copper be pounded and resolved without a sdrep you have Vitriol. From this may be prepareel t
quintessence, oil, and liquor thereobe Morbis TartareisCuprine Vitriol is Vitriol cooked with Copper.De



Morbis VermiumPar. 6. Chalcanthum is present in Venus, and ¥ean by separation be reduced into
Chalcanthum. €hirurgia Magna Pars. Ill., Lib. IV.

5 There is, indeed, diffused through all thingsadsBm created by God, without which putrefactiomuldo
immediately supervene. Thus in corpses which aotnged with Balsam we see that corruption is aeesind thus
in the physical body we infer that there is a darteatural and congenital Balsam, in the absenaehich the living
and complete man would not be safe from putrefactinthing removes the Balsam but death. But timid Hiffers
from what is more commonly called Balsam, in tliet dbne is conservative of the living, and the otifehe dead. -
Chirurgia Magna Pt. II., Tract Il., ¢ 3. The confection of Balsaeguires special knowledge of chemistry, and it
was first discovered by the Alchemistdbid., Pt. I., Tract Il., c. 4.

6 It is difficult to identify the treatise to whialeference is made here. It does not seem to beethenth book
concerning The Nature of Things, nor the ensuiagtton Cements. The general question of naturahetifitial
weight is discussed in thurora of the Philosopher&o detached work on Transmutations has come dows.

7 Know that the Phoenix is the soul of the lliagthat is, the first chaos of the matter of alhtfg). ... It is also the
lliastic soul in man. Liber Azoth S. V.,Practica Lineae Vitae

TheAurora of the philosopher s by Paracelsus

THE AURORA OF THE PHILOSOPHERS.
BY THEOPHRASTUS PARACELSUS.
WHICH HE OTHERWISE CALLS HIS MONARCHIA.
CHAPTER I.
CONCERNING THE ORIGIN OF THE PHILOSOPHERS’ STONE.
ADAM was the first inventor of arts, because he kadwledge of all things as well after the Falba$oré.
Thence he predicted the world’s destruction by wadiem this cause, too, it came about that hisesgors erected
two tables of stone, on which they engraved allirstarts in hieroglyphical characters, in ordext tieir posterity
might also become acquainted with this predictibat so it might be heeded, and provision madaertime of
danger. Subsequently, Noah found one of thesestalnlder Mount Araroth, after the Deluge. In thid¢avere
described the courses of the upper firmament atidedbwer globe, and also of the planets. At larigts universal
knowledge was divided into several parts, and fe$én its vigour and power. By means of this safiamn, one
man became an astronomer, another a magician,erettabalist, and a fourth an alchemist. Abrahbat,
Vulcanic Tubalcain, a consummate astrologer antiragtician, carried the Art out of the land of Camanto
Egypt, whereupon the Egyptians rose to so greetghhand dignity that this wisdom was derived frivam by
other nations. The patriarch Jacob painted, asiiéythe sheep with various colours; and this vea®dy magic:
for in the theology of the Chaldeans, Hebrews, iBess and Egyptians, they held these arts to bhighest
philosophy, to be learnt by their chief nobles aridsts. So it was in the time of Moses, when bbthpriests and
also thc physicians were chosen from among the Malgé priests for the judgment of what relatetigalth,
especially in the knowledge of leprosy. Moses,ilge, was instructed in the Egyptian schools, afcibst and care
of Pharaoh’s daughter, so that he excelled irhaliMisdom and learning of that people. Thus, taas ivwith
Daniel, who in his youthful days imbibed the leagbf the Chaldeans, so that he became a cablistess his
divine predictions and his exposition of those vgofdMene, Mene, Tecelphares”. These words can derstood
by the prophetic and cabalistic Art. This cabatigtit was perfectly familiar to, and in constané us/, Moses and
the Prophets. The Prophet Elias foretold many thimghis cabalistic numbers. So did the Wise Meolaf by this
natural and mystical Art, learn to know God righflihey abode in His laws, and walked in His statutéh great
firmness. It is also evident in the Book of Samtiedt the Berelists did not follow the devil's pdstit became, by
Divine permission, partakers of visions and vet@adpparitions, whereof we shall treat more atdangthe Book of
Supercelestial ThingsThis gift is granted by the Lord God to thoseepts who walk in the Divine precepts. It was
a custom among the Persians never to admit ang®Rig unless he were a Wise Man, pre-eminergality as
well as in name. This is clear from the customamna of their kings; for they were called Wise M8nch were
those Wise Men and Persian Magi who came from #et 6 seek out thc Lord Jesus, and are calledatgtiests.
The Egyptians, also, having obtained this magicghitbsophy from the Chaldeans and Persians, dkgigd their
priests should learn the same wisdom; and theymeaa fruitful and successful therein that alleeghbouring
countries admired them. For this reason Hermesswarily named Trismegistus, because he was a &ipgest, a
prophet, a magician, and a sophist of natural giSgich another was Zoroaster.
CHAPTER II.
WHEREIN IS DECLARED THAT THE GREEKS DREW A LARGE HAT



OF THEIR LEARNING FROM THE EGYPTIANS; AND HOW
IT CAME FROM THEM TO US.
When a son of Noah possessed the third part ofithlel after the Flood, this Art broke into Chaldaew Persia,
and thence spread into Egypt. The Art having beand out by the superstitious and idolatrous Gresksie of
them who were wiser than the rest betook themsébtvtee Chaldeans and Egyptians, so that they ndigiw the
same wisdom from their schools. Since, howeverthhelogical study of the law of Moses did notsgtihem,
they trusted to their own peculiar genius, anddatdy from the right foundation of those naturarsts and arts.
This is evident from their fabulous conceptiong nlom their errors respecting the doctrine of Modewas the
custom of the Egyptians to put forward the tradisi@f that surpassing wisdom only in enigmatiagifes and
abstruse histories and terms. This was afterwanrttsxfed by Homer with marvellous poetical skill;caRythagoras
was also acquainted with it, seeing that he coregris his writings many things out of the law of 84 and the
Old Testament. In like manner, Hippocrates, Thafédiletus, Anaxagoras, Demaocritus, and others,rditiscruple
to fix their minds on the same subject. And yetenohthem were practised in the true Astrology, @ety,
Arithmetic, or Medicine, because their pride preeerthis, since they would not admit disciples hglag to other
nations than their own. Even when they had got sasight from the Chaldeans and Egyptians, thewatmecmore
arrogant still than they were before by Nature, aitlout any diffidence propounded the subject tasally
indeed, but mixed with subtle fictions or falsehspand then they attempted to elaborate a certadhd{
philosophy which descended from them to the Lafliese in their turn, being educated herewith, relbit with
their own doctrines, and by these the philosophy syaead over Europe. Many academies were fourateéde
propagation of their dogmas and rules, so thaytlhumg might be instructed; and this system flowasstvith the
Germans, and other nations, right down to the pietay.
CHAPTER III.
WHAT WAS TAUGHT IN THE SCHOOLS OF THE EGYPTIANS.
The Chaldeans, Persians, and Egyptians had dleaf the same knowledge of the secrets of Natudeaso the
same religion. It was only the names that diffeflte Chaldeans and Persians called their doctopdid and
Magic’; and the Egyptians, because of the sacrificeeddleir wisdom priestcraft. The magic of the Rersj and
the theology of the Egyptians, were both of theagld in the schools of old. Though there were msrhpols and
learned men in Arabia, Africa, and Greece, sucAlasmazar, Abenzagel, Geber, Rhasis, and Avicenmang the
Arabians; and among the Greeks, Machaon, PodalPiythagoras, Anaxagoras, Democritus, Plato, Afestand
Rhodianus; still there were different opinions ag&irthem as to the wisdom of the Egyptian on pairiterein
they themselves differed, and whereupon they désahwith it. For this reason Pythagoras could eotddled a
wise man, because the Egyptian priestcraft andomisalere not perpectly taught, although he recetkedcefrom
many mysteries and arcana; and that Anaxagorasceated a great many as well, is clear from hésutisions on
the subject of Sol and its Stone, which he leftiheim after his death. Yet he differed in mangpects from the
Egyptians. Even they would not be called wise mellagi; but, following Pythagoras, they assumedrtame of
philosophy: yet they gathered no more than a fe@amk like shadows from the magic of the Persiadgtan
Egyptians. But Moses, Abraham, Solomon, Adam, aeditise men that came from the East to Christ, waee
Magi, divine sophists and cabalists. Of this art misdom the Greeks knew very little or nothingitand
therefore we shall leave this philosophical wisdufithe Greeks as being a mere speculation, uttigstinct and
separate from other true arts and sciences.
CHAPTER IV.
WHAT MAGI THE CHALDEANS, PERSIANS, AND EGYPTIANS WRE.
Many persons have endeavoured to investigate akd ose of the secret magic of these wise ment Ihatsi not
yet been accomplished. Many even of our own agk €kghemius, others Bacon and Agrippa, for maaid the
cabald — two things apparently quite distinct — not knogvivhy they do so. Magic, indeed, is an art andlfgic
whereby the elementary bodies, their fruits, progsrvirtues, and hidden operations are compredeerigiut the
cabala, by a subtle understanding of the Scriptwesms to trace out the way to God for men, tavghem how
they may act with Him, and prophesy from Him; foe ttabala is full of divine mysteries, even as Magifull of
natural secrets. It teaches of and foretells froenrtature of things to come as well as of thingsent, since its
operation consists in knowing the inner constitutid all creatures, of celestial as well as terrasbodies: what is
latent within them; what are their occult virtués; what they were originally designed, and withaivproperties
they are endowed. These and the like subjectdarlednds wherewith things celestial are bound b things of
the earth, as may sometimes be seen in their operaten with the bodily eyes. Such a conjunctiboedestial
influences, whereby the heavenly virtues acted upfemior bodies, was formerly called by the Magbamahe%
or the marriage of the celestial powers and prageertith elementary bodies. Hence ensued the extell



commixtures of all bodies, celestial and terrektriamely, of the sun and planets, likewise vedesbminerals,
and animals.
The devil attempted with his whole force and endeavo darken this light; nor was he wholly fruséchin his
hopes, for he deprived all Greece of it, and, acplthereof, introduced among that people humatutgi®ns and
simple blasphemies against God and against Hisl8agic, it is true, had its origin in the Divine fhary and arose
from the Trinity of God. For God marked all His ateres with this Ternary and engraved its hierdglgp them
with His own finger. Nothing in the nature of thingan be assigned or produced that lacks this teagisf the
Divine Ternary, or that does not even ocularly jgravThe creature teaches us to understand artiesé€&reator
Himself, as St. Paul testifies to the Romans. Thienant of the Divine Ternary, diffused throughitgt whole
substance of things, is indissoluble. By this, alge have the secrets of all Nature from the foements. For the
Ternary, with the magical Quaternary, producesréepeSeptenary, endowed with many arcana and dstraded
by things which are known. When the Quaternarysrsthe Ternary, then arises the Light of the \Warh the
horizon of eternity, and by the assistance of Gedgus the whole bond. Here also it refers tovtitees and
operations of all creatures, and to their useesthey are stamped and marked with their arcagas scharacters,
and figures, so that there is left in them scartiedysmallest occult point which is not made clmaexamination.
Then when the Quaternary and the Ternary moutitet®enary is accomplished their retrogression @ucgon to
unity. Herein is comprised all the occult wisdontlihgs which God has made plainly manifest to nbexth by His
word and by the creatures of His hands, so thatitiey have a true knowledge of them. This shalinaele more
clear in another place.
CHAPTER V.
CONCERNING THE CHIEF AND SUPREME ESSENCE OF THINGS.
The Magi in their wisdom asserted that all creatumight be brought to one unified substance, whidistance
they affirm may, by purifications and purgationgain to so high a degree of subtlety, such diviagire and occult
property, as to work wonderful results. For thepgidered that by returning to the earth, and hypaesme magical
separation, a certain perfect substance would dortle which is at length, by many industrious gmdlonged
preparations, exalted and raised up above the @ingegetable substances into mineral, above niimga
metallic, and above perfect metallic substancesarperpetual and divine Quintessénagcluding in itself the
essence of all celestial and terrestrial creatdres.Arabs and Greeks, by the occult characterdemdglyphic
descriptions of the Persians and the Egyptiansinett to secret and abstruse mysteries. When teseobtained
and partially understood they saw with their owesyin the course of experimenting, many wondexfid strange
effects. But since the supercelestial operatiopsriare deeply hidden than their capacity could pate, they did
not call this a supercelestial arcanum accordirthednstitution of the Magi, but the arcanum af Philosophers’
Stone according to the counsel and judgment ofd@yttas. Whoever obtained this Stone overshadoweithit
various enigmatical figures, deceptive resemblanma®sparisons, and fictitious titles, so that itsti@r might
remain occult. Very little or no knowledge of ietlefore can be had from them.
CHAPTER VI.
CONCERNING THE DIFFERENT ERRORS AS TO ITS DISCOVERXD KNOWLEDGE.
The philosophers have prefixed most occult naméisisamatter of the Stone, grounded on mere sumliéis.
Arnold, observing this, says in his "Rosary" tha greatest difficulty is to find out the mategdithis Stone; for
they have called it vegetable, animal, and mindnatlnot according to the literal sense, which &l wnown to such
wise men as have had experience of divine seanetthe miracles of this same Stone. For examplgmRad
Lully’s "Lunaria” may be cited. This gives flowen§ admirable virtues familiar to the philosophédrerhselves; but
it was not the intention of those philosophers ffmat should think they meant thereby any projectipon metals,
or that any such preparations should be madeheulstruse mind of the philosophers had anothemtion. In
like manner, they called their matter by the narglartagon, to which they applied an occult alcheshbperation;
when, notwithstanding that name, it denotes nothige than a hidden similitude. Moreover, no sreaibr has
arisen in the liquid of vegetables, with which adanany have sought to coagulate Meruand afterwards to
convert it with fixatory waters into Luna, sinceethsupposed that he who in this way could coagitiati#hout the
aid of metals would succeed in becoming the chigfter. Now, although the liquids of some vegetatitesffect
this, yet the result is due merely to the resif),dad earthy sulphur with which they abound. Htigacts to itself
the moisture of the Mercury which rises with théstance in the process of coagulation, but witlamytadvantage
resulting. | am well assured that no thick and edeSulphur in vegetables is adapted for a pegdegection in
Alchemy, as some have found out to their cost.aegpersons have, it is true, coagulated Mercuti tie white
and milky juice of tittinal, on account of the inte heat which exists therein; and they have c#ilgdiquid "Lac
Virginis"; yet this is a false basis. The same rhayasserted concerning the juice of celandinegadth it colours
just as though it were endowed with gold. Hencepfeoonceived a vain idea. At a certain fixed titmey rooted



up this vegetable, from which they sought for a sowuintessence, wherefrom they might make a glagigg and
transmuting tincture. But hence arose nothing safemlish error.

CHAPTER ViII.

CONCERNING THE ERRORS OF THOSE WHO SEEK THE STONEMEGETABLES.

Some alchemists have pressed a juice out of celandoiled it to thickness, and put it in the ssmthat it might
coagulate into a hard mass, which, being afterwpodsided into a fine black powder, should turn Meydy
projection into Sol. This they also found to bev@in. Others mixed Sal Ammoniac with this powdehess the
Colcothar of Vitriol, supposing that they would tharrive at their desired result. They broughyitheir solutions
into a yellow water, so that the Sal Ammoniac albdvan entrance of the tincture into the substaht®eedviercury.
Yet again nothing was accomplished. There are sayaa who, instead of the abovementioned substataiesthe
juices of persicaria, bufonaria, dracunculus, gavés of willow, tithymal, cataputia, flammula, ahd like, and
shut them up in a glass vessel with Mercury for salays, keeping them in ashes. Thus it comes hatuthe
Mercury is turned into ashes, but deceptively aitbout any result. These people were misled by#ie rumours
of the vulgar, who give it out that he who is atileoagulate Mercury without metals has the eMagjistery, as
we have said before. Many, too, have extracted,sails, and sulphurs artificially out of vegetadlbut quite in
vain. Out of such salts, oils, and sulphurs no otagpn of Mercury, or perfect projection, or tinot, can be made.
But when the philosophers compare their matterdertain golden tree of seven boughs, they medrstizd matter
includes all the seven metals in its sperm, antithiathese lie hidden. On this account theyexhliheir matter
vegetable, because, as in the case of natura) thegsalso in their time produce various flowes, too, the matter
of the Stone shews most beautiful colours in tlegpetion of its flowers. The comparison, also,ps &ecause a
certain matter rises out of the philosophical gathif it were a thicket of branches and sprdiks:a sponge
growing on the earth. They say, therefore, thafrthie of their tree tends towards heaven. So, thesy put forth
that the whole thing hinged upon natural vegetaltkesigh not as to its matter, because their ston&ins within
itself a body, soul, and spirit, as vegetables do.

CHAPTER VIIL.

CONCERNING THOSE WHO HAVE SOUGHT THE STONE IN ANIMA.

They have also, by a name based only on resemislaceiéed this matter Lac Virginis, and the BlesBéabd of
Rosy Colour, which, nevertheless, suits only treppets and sons of God. Hence the sophistthered that this
philosophical matter was in the blood of animal®bman. Sometimes, too, because they are nourished
vegetables, others have sought it in hairs, incfaltine, in rebis; others in hens’ eggs, in mdkgd in the calx of
egg shells, with all of which they thought they Wwbhe able to fix Mercury. Some have extracted sattof foetid
urine, supposing that to be the matter of the St8pene persons, again, have considered the litttees found in
rebis to be the matter. Others have macerated émebnmanes of eggs in a sharp lixivium, with whicéytlalso
mixed calcined egg shells as white as snow. Teethesy have attributed the arcanum of fixationtifer
transmutation of Mercury. Others, comparing thetavbf the egg to silver and the yolk to gold, hekesen it for
their matter, mixing with it common salt, sal amramn and burnt tartar. These they shut up in asglassel, and
puried in éBalneum Marisuntil the white matter became as red as bloods, &gain, they distilled into a most
offensive liquid, utterly useless for the purpdseythad in view. Others have purified the white galk of eggs;
from which has been generated a basilisk. This lthegt to a deep red powder, and sought to tingle ityias they
learnt from the treatise of Cardinal Gilbert. Maagain, have macerated the galls of oxen, mixed @gmmon salt,
and distilled this into a liquid, with which theyomstened the cementary powders, supposing thahdans of this
Magistery, they would tinge their metals. This tleeyled by the name of "a part with a part”, arehtte came — just
nothing. Others have attempted to transmute tytidn® addition of dragon’s blood and other substapand also to
change copper and electrum into gold. Others, daogto the Venetian Art, as they call it, take miyelizard-like
animals, more or less, shut them up in a vessdinpake them mad with hunger, so that they may devoe
another until only one of them survives. This aaihien fed with filings of copper or of electrunhéely suppose that
this animal, simply by the digestion of his stomaetl bring about the desired transmutation. Hiyahey burn
this animal into a red powder, which they thoughtsitbe gold; but they were deceived. Others, agaiving
burned the fishes called truitas (? trouts), hareetimes, upon melting them, found some gold imtHeut there is
no other reason for it than this: Those fish somesi in rivers and streams meet with certain smales and sparks
of gold, which they eat. It is seldom, howevertthach deceivers are found, and then chiefly ircthets of
princes. The matter of the philosophers is notet@dught in animals: this | announce to all. Stii evident that
the philosophers called their Stone animal, becauteeir final operations the virtue of this mestcellent fiery
mystery caused an obscure liquid to exude droprty tom the matter in their vessels. Hence theyligted that,
in the last times, there should come a most pure upan the earth, by whom the redemption of thddweimould be
brought about; and that this man should send fidbdy drops of a red colour, by means of whiclsheuld



redeem the world from sin. In the same way, afteown kind, the blood of their Stone freed thedels metals
from their infirmities and contagion. On these grds, therefore, they supposed they were justifieshiing that
their Stone was animal. Concerning this mysteryddegus speaks as follows to King Calid: —
"This mystery it is permitted only to the prophefsGod to know. Hence it comes to pass that thim&is called
animal, because in its blood a soul lies hid. likewise composed of body, spirit, and soul. Fer $ame reason
they called it their microcosm, because it hadikemess of all things in the world, and thenceyttermed it
animal, as Plato named the great world an animal”.

CHAPTER IX.

CONCERNING THOSE WHO HAVE SOUGHT THE STONE IN MINERS.

Hereto are added the many ignorant men who supghessone to be three-fold, and to be hidden npketgenus,
namely, vegetable, animal, and mineral. Hencethas they have sought for it in minerals. Nowstisi far from the
opinion of the philosophers. They affirm that th&tvne is uniformly vegetable, animal, and mingkalw, here
note that Nature has distributed its mineral sp@tmvarious kinds, as, for instance, into sulphssdts, boraxes,
nitres, ammoniacs, alums, arsenics, atrament®lgittutias, haematites, orpiments, realgars, rsigs, cinnabar,
antimony, talc, cachymia, marcasites, etc. Infeke Nature has not yet attained to our mattémadth in some of
the species named it displays itself in a wondexfylect for the transmutation of imperfect metads are to be
brought to perfection. Truly, long experience anactice with fire shew many and various permutationthe
matter of minerals, not only from one colour to teo, but from one essence to another, and froneiifaption to
perfection. And, although Nature has, by meangepg@red minerals, reached some perfection, yebgtphers
will not have it that the matter of the philosopktone proceeds out of any of the minerals, althdhgy say that
their stone is universal. Hence, then, the soplags occasion to persecute Mercury himself wittiouss torments,
as with sublimations, coagulations, mercurial wataguafortis, and the like. All these erroneougsashould be
avoided, together with other sophistical preparetiof minerals, and the purgations and fixationspifits and
metals. Wherefore all the preparations of the staa®f Geber, Albertus Magnus, and the rest,@phistical. Their
purgations, cementations, sublimations, distilladiorectifications, circulations, putrefactionspgmctions,
solutions, ascensions, coagulations, calcinatiand,incinerations are utterly profitless, bothha tripod, in the
athanor, in the reverberatory furnace, in the meglfurnace, the accidioneum, in dung, ashes, sanghat not; and
also in the cucurbite, the pelican, retort, pHiahtory, and the rest. The same opinion must lss@@ on the
sublimation of Mercury by mineral spirits, for tiadiite and the red, as by vitriol, saltpetre, alenocuses, etc.,
concerning all which subjects that sophist, JohRdpescissa, romances in his treatise on the VihideRed
Philosophic Stone. Taken altogether, these arelyngeeeitful dreams. Avoid also the particular sisply of
Geber; for example, his sevenfold sublimations ortifications, and also the revivifications of Marg, with his
preparations of salts of urine, or salts made bgpaulchre, all which things are untrustworthy. Saithers have
endeavoured to fix Mercury with: the sulphurs oherals and metals, but have been greatly decdivisdrue |
have seen Mercury by this Art, and by such fixajdrought into a metallic body resembling and terfeiting
good silver in all respects; but when brought tst it has shewn itself to be false.

CHAPTER X.

CONCERNING THOSE WHO HAVE SOUGHT THE STONE AND ALSPARTICULARS IN MINERALS.
Some sophists have tried to squeeze out a fixefdooil Mercury seven times sublimed and as oftesaled by
means of aquafortis. In this way they attempt todpimperfect metals to perfection: but they hagerbobliged to
relinquish their vain endeavour. Some have purdeidhseven times by calcination, solution, andguolation, with
the addition of two parts of sal ammoniac, and idylismation, so that it might be resolved into a thwater, to
which they have added a third part of quicksil¢lat it might be coagulated by water. Then aftedsahey have
sublimated the Mercury several times from the @itand sal ammoniac, so that it became a stons.stbne they
affirmed, being conceived of the vitriol, to be fRed Sulphur of the philosophers, with which thaydy by means
of solutions and coagulations, made some progneaidining the stone; but in projection it hascaline to nothing.
Others have coagulated Mercury by water of alum énhard mass like alum itself; and this they Havidessly
fixed with fixatory waters. The sophists propos¢ht®mselves very many ways of fixing Mercury, luhb
purpose, for therein nothing perfect or constanttwa had. It is therefore in vain to add mineraéséto by
sophistical processes, since by all of them héried up to greater malice, is rendered more jivahd rather
brought to greater impurity than to any kind offpetion. So, then, the philosophers’ matter istndie sought from
thence. Mercury is somewhat imperfect; and to biting perfection will be very difficult, nay, imgsible for any
sophist. There is nothing therein that can beestiup or compelled to perfection. Some have takssgnic several
times sublimated, and frequently dissolved withobitartar and coagulated. This they have pretemaldid, and by
it to turn copper into silver. This, however, isnelg a sophistical whitening, for arsenic cannofiked' unless the
operator be an Artist, and knows well its tingedpirit. Truly in this respect all the philosophées/e slept, vainly



attempting to accomplish anything thereby. Whoetharefore, is ignorant as to this spirit, canretérany hopes
of fixing it, or of giving it that power which wodlmake it capable of the virtue of transmutatiom. t&en, | give
notice to all that the whitening of which | havetfmow spoken is grounded on a false basis, atdyhathe
copper is deceitfully whitened, but not changed.
Now the sophists have mixed this counterfeit Vemitk twice its weight of Luna, and sold it to theldsmiths and
mint-masters, until at last they have transmutediselves into false coiners — not only those wihd, $mut those
who bought it. Some sophists instead of white acsike red, and this has turned out false artabse, however it
is prepared, it proves to be nothing but whiteness.
Some, again, have gone further and dealt with comsntphur, which, being so yellow, they have boited
vinegar, lixivium, or sharpest wines, for a day angight, until it became white. Then afterwardsytsublimated it
from common salt and the calx of eggs, repeatiegptiocess several times; yet, still, though wiiiteas been
always combustible. Nevertheless, with this theyehendeavoured to fix Mercury and to turn it intidg but in
vain. From this, however, comes the most excelladtbeautiful cinnabar that | have ever seen. fhgg propose
to fix with the oil of sulphur by cementation angation. It does, indeed, give something of an apgece, but still
falls short of the desired object. Others have ecedicommon sulphur to the form of a hepar, boilirig vinegar
with the addition of linseed oil, or laterine aik;, olive oil. They then pour it into a marble martand make it into
the form of a hepar, which they have first distlliato a citrine oil with a gentle fire. But thegve found to their
loss that they could not do anything in the wayrafismuting Luna to Sol as they supposed they woealdble. As
there is an infinite number of metals, so alsodghemuch variety in the preparation of them: llishat make
further mention of these in this place, becausé eamould require a special treatise. Beware dsophisticated
oils of vitriol and antimony. Likewise be on youayd against the oils of the metals, perfect oreirfget, as Sol or
Luna; because although the operation of these & paient in the nature of things, yet the trueepss is known,
even at this day, to very few persons. Abstain ffsm the sophistical preparations of common mercarsenic,
sulphur, and the like, by sublimation, descendiidation by vinegar, saltpetre, tartar, vitriol| sanmoniac,
according to the formulas prescribed in the bodkb@ sophists. Likewise avoid the sophisticatedttires taken
from marcasites and crocus of Mars, and also dfdphistication called by the name of "a part witpart", and of
fixed Luna and similar trifles. Although they haseme superficial appearance of truth, as the tixadf Luna by
little labour and industry, still the progress bétpreparation is worthless and weak. Being thezafoved with
compassion towards the well meaning operatorsisratty, | have determined to lay open the wholenétation of
philosophy in three separate arcana, namely, ireapkained by arsenic, in a second by vitriol, and third by
antimony; by means of which | will teach the truejpction upon Mercury and upon the imperfect neetal
CHAPTER XI.
CONCERNING THE TRUE AND PERFECT SPECIAL ARCANUM OXYRSENIC FOR THE WHITE
TINCTURE.

Some persons have written that arsenic is compauofi®lercury and, Sulphur, others of earth and wydtet most
writers say that it is of the nature of Sulphurt,Biowever that may be, its nature is such thahitsmutes red
copper into white. It may also be brought to sugiedect state of preparation as to be able tetiBgit this is not
done in the way pointed out by such evil sophist&aber in "The Sum of Perfection”, Albertus Magriristotle
the chemist in "The Book of the Perfect MagisteBhasis and Polydorus; for those writers, howevanyrthey be,
are either themselves in error, or else they viaitgely out of sheer envy, and put forth receiphélst not ignorant
of the truth. Arsenic contains within itself threatural spirits. The first is volatile, combustipterrosive, and
penetrating all metals. This spirit whitens Venod after some days renders it spongy. But thifiaetielates only
to those who practise the caustic art. The secpinit is crystalline and sweet. The third is a ging spirit
separated from the others before mentioned. Trileguiphers seek for these three natural propértiassenic with
a view to the perfect projection of the wise feBut those barbers who practise surgery seek thfi¢sweet and
crystalline nature separated from the tingeingitsfoir use in the cure of wounds, buboes, carbwm@athrax, and
other similar ulcers which are not curable savgdytle means. As for that tingeing spirit, howeuslgss the pure
be separated from the impure in it, the fixed frttven volatile, and the secret tincture from the costible, it will
not in any way succeed according to your wish fojgction on Mercury, Venus, or any other imperfeetal. All
philosophers have hidden this arcanum as a mostlert mystery. This tingeing spirit, separatedrirthe other
two as above, you must join to the spirit of Luaag digest them together for the space of thirty-thays, or until
they have assumed a new body. After it has, offotttieth natural day, been kindled into flame by tieat of the
sun, the spirit appears in a bright whiteness,isiethdued with a perfect tingeing arcanum. Thénat length fit for
projection, namely, one part of it upon sixteerntpaf an imperfect body, according to the sharpoésise
preparation. From thence appears shining and mostlent Luna, as though it had been dug from thedds of the
earth.



CHAPTER XIlI.
GENERAL INSTRUCTION CONCERNING THE ARCANUM OF VITRIL AND
THE RED TINCTURE TO BE EXTRACTED FROM I
Vitriol is a very noble mineral among the rest, avas held always in highest estimation by philogwphbecause
the Most High God has adorned it with wonderfutgyiThey have veiled its arcanum in enigmaticalfés like the
following: "Thou shalt go to the inner parts of @s&rth, and by rectification thou shalt find thewdt stone, a true
medicine". By the earth they understood the Vititieglf; and by the inner parts of the earth itesimess and
redness, because in the occult part of the Vilieslhid a subtle, noble, and most fragrant juéce] a pure oil. The
method of its production is not to be approacheddigination or by distillation. For it must not deprived on any
account of its green colour. If it were, it wouldtlae same time lose its arcanum and its poweedddit should be
observed at this point that minerals, and also teddes and other like things which shew greennét$sut, contain
within themselves an oil red like blood, whichhgir arcanum. Hence it is clear that the distitlasi of the druggists
are useless, vain, foolish, and of no value, bexthese people do not know how to extract the bilkededness
from vegetables. Nature herself is wise, and taththe waters of vegetables to a lemon colour, &ftet that into
an oil which is very red like blood. The reason whig is so slowly accomplished arises from thegoeat haste of
the ignorant operators who distil it, which caudesgreenness to be consumed. They have not lesstrengthen
Nature with their own powers, which is the mode by that noble green colour ought to be rectified redness
of itself. An example of this is white wine digemgiitself into a lemon colour; and in process ofdithe green
colour of the grape is of itself turned into thd mhich underlies the coerulean. The greennessftirerof the
vegetables and minerals being lost by the incapatithe operators, the essence also and spitliteodil and of the
balsam, which is noblest among arcana, will algishe
CHAPTER XIII.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION CONCERNING THE PROCESS OF VITRI FOR THE RED TINCTURE.
Vitriol contains within itself many muddy and viseoimperfections. Therefore its greenfi@ssust be often
extracted with water, and rectified until it puf§ @l the impurities of earth. When all these ifcations are
finished, take care above all that the matter st@lbe exposed to the sun, for this turns itsrgress pale, and at
the same time absorbs the arcanum. Let it be l®@red up in a warm stove so that no dust mayeditfil
Afterwards let it be digested in a closed glassekfor the space of several months, or until déffe colours and
deep redness shew themselves. Still you must pgiose that by this process the redness is suffigiixed. It
must, in addition, be cleansed from the interiat ancidental defilements of the earth, in the fellmy manner: — It
must be rectified with acetum until the earthy ldefient is altogether removed, and the dregs aentatvay. This
is now the true and best rectification of its timet, from which the blessed oil is to be extracEdm this tincture,
which is carefully enclosed in a glass vessel,lambic afterwards placed on it and luted so thaspidt may
escape, the spirit of this oil must be extractedlistillation over a mild and slow fire. This of much pleasanter
and sweeter than any aromatic balsam of the dregsebeing entirely free from all acridfy There will subside in
tha bottom of the cucurbite some very white easftining and glittering like snow. This keep, andtpct from all
dust. This same earth is altogether separatedifeoradness.

Thereupon follows the greatest arcanum, that 830 the Supercelestial Marriage of the Soul, comsately
prepared and washed by the blood of the lamb, itgithwn splendid, shining, and purified body. Tisishe true
supercelestial marriage by which life is prolongedhe last and predestined day. In this way, ttensoul and
spirit of the Vitriol, which are its blood, are j@d with its purified body, that they may be fogreity inseparable.
Take, therefore, this our foliated earth in a glaisial. Into it pour gradually its own oil. The bodill receive and
embrace its soul; since the body is affected witheene desire for the soul, and the soul is modep#y delighted
with the embrace of the body. Place this conjumciiiva furnace of arcana, and keep it there fdyfdays. When
these have expired you will have a most absolutef@vondrous perfection, in which Mercury and atier of the
imperfect metals are turned into gold.
Now let us turn our attention to its multiplicatiorake the corporal Mercury, in the proportionwbtparts; pour it
over three parts, equal in weight, of the aforesdicand let them remain together for forty dagg.this proportion
of weight and this order the multiplication becorrdmite.
CHAPTER XIV.

CONCERNING THE SECRETS AND ARCANA OF ANTIMONY, FORHE RED TINCTURE, WITH A VIEW

TO TRANSMUTATION.
Antimony is the true bath of gold. Philosopherd itahe examiner and the stilanx. Poets say thalis bath
Vulcan washed Phoebus, and purified him from atlahd imperfection. It is produced from the puiastl noblest
Mercury and Sulphur, under the genus of vitrioliriatallic form and brightness. Some philosophelistaae
White Lead of the Wise Men, or simply the Lead. &gkerefore, of Antimony, the very best of itskias much as



you will. Dissolve this in its own aquafortis, atidow it into cold water, adding a little of theocus of Mars, so
that it may sink to the bottom of the vessel asdiment, for otherwise it does not throw off iteds. After it has
been dissolved in this way it will have acquirepraume beauty. Let it be placed in a glass veskelely fastened
on all sides with a very thick lute, or else int@® bocia, and mix with it some calcined tutidglsnated to the
perfect degree of fire. It must be carefully guarffem liquefying, because with too great hearédks the glass.
From one pound of this Antimony a sublimation isdegperfected for a space of two days. Place tiknsated
substance in a phial that it may touch the watéh g third part, in a luted vessel, so that thieismay not escape.
Let it be suspended over the tripod of arcana,ainthe work be urged on at first with a slow fagual to the sun’s
heat at midsummer. Then at length on the tentHetaybe gradually increased. For with too gresditthe glass
vessels are broken, and sometimes even the fugteseto pieces. While the vapour is ascendingreifitecolours
appear. Let the fire be moderated until a red migteeen. Afterwards dissolve in very sharp Acetand throw
away the dregs. Let the Acetum be abstracted aride again dissolved in common distilled wafinis again
must be abstracted, and the sediment distilled avitary strong fire in a glass vessel closely shiné whole body
of the Antimony will ascend as a very red oll, litkee colour of a ruby, and will flow into the recei, drop by drop,
with a most fragrant smell and a very sweet tasthis is the supreme arcanum of the philosophesmiimony,
which they account most highly among the arcanailsf Then, lastly, let the oil of Sol be madetie following
way: — Take of the purest Sol as much as you aiild| dissolve it in rectified spirit of wine. Letetispirit be
abstracted several times, and an equal numbemettiet it be dissolved again. Let the last sotubie kept with the
spirit of wine, and circulated for a month. Aftemda let the volatile gold and the spirit of winedistilled three or
four times by means of an alembic, so that it nhay down into the receiver and be brought to itsreme essence.
To half an ounce of this dissolved gold let oneazuaf the Oil of Antimony be added. This oil emlasid in the
heat of the bath, so that it does not easily lgbjteven if the spirit of wine be extracted. listivay you will have
the supreme mystery and arcanum of Nature, to wdgahcely any equal can be assigned in the nafuhéngs. Let
these two oils in combination be shut up togethex phial after the manner described, hung orpadrfor a
philosophical month, and warmed with a very gefitée although, if the fire be regulated in direportion this
operation is concluded in thirty-one days, and ghduo perfection. By this, Mercury and any othapéerfect
metals acquire the perfection of gold.

CHAPTER XV.

CONCERNING THE PROJECTION TO BE MADE BY THE MYSTERAND ARCANUM OF ANTIMONY.
No precise weight can be assigned in this workrofgation, though the tincture itself may be extedcfrom a
certain subject, in a defined proportion, and iiting appliances. For instance, that Medicingéa sometimes
thirty, forty, occasionally even sixty, eighty, @hundred parts of the imperfect metal. So, tHemwthole business
hinges chiefly on the purification of the Mediciaed the industry of the operator, and, next, orgtieater; or lesser
cleanliness and purity of the imperfect body takehand. For instance, one Venus is more pure dhather; and
hence it happens that no one fixed weight can beifspd in projection. This alone is worth notinlgat if the
operator happens to have taken too much of thautieche can correct this mistake by adding mothe@imperfect
metal. But if there be too much of the subjectthed the powers of the tincture are weakened et is easily
remedied by a cineritium, or by cementations, oablutions in crude Antimony. There is nothinghas tstage
which need delay the operator; only let him pubbehimself a fact which has been passed overéy th
philosophers, and by some studiously veiled, nantkét in projections there must be a revivificatithat is to say,
an animation of imperfect bodies — nay, so to spaalpiritualisation; concerning which some havd tzat their
metals are no common ones, since they live and azoell.

ANIMATION IS PRODUCED IN THE FOLLOWING WAY.
Take of Venus, wrought into small plates, as muckhiau will, ten, twenty, or forty pounds. Let théseincrusted
with a pulse made of arsenic and calcined tartat,calcined in their own vessel for twenty-four tourhen at
length let the Venus be pulverised, washed, antlghly purified. Let the calcination with ablutitwe repeated
three or four times. In this way it is purged andified from its thick greenness and from its ownpiure sulphur.
You will have to be on your guard against calcimagi made with common sulphur. For whatever is gndhe
metal is spoilt thereby, and what is bad becomeasevd o ten marks of this purged Venus add oneiad puna.
But in order that the work of the Medicine may loeederated by projection, and may more easily pateethe
imperfect body, and drive out all portions whicle apposed to the nature of Luna, this is accomplidly means of
a perfect ferment. For the work is defiled by meafnan impure Sulphur, so that a cloud is stretatgdver the
surface of the transmuted substance, or the nsetaided with the loppings of the Sulphur and mayast away
therewith. But if a projection of a red stone id®made, with a view to a red transmutation, isinfiust fall on
gold, afterwards on silver, or on some other miatoughly purified, as we have directed abovenitioence
arises the most perfect gold.



CHAPTER XVI.

CONCERNING THE UNIVERSAL MATTER OF THE PHILOSOPHERSTONE.
After the mortification of vegetables, they arensmuted, by the concurrence of two minerals, sscBuphur and
Salt, into a mineral nature, so that at length theynselves become perfect minerals. So it isithiite mineral
burrows and caves of the earth, vegetables aralfanich, in the long succession of time, and bydbetinuous
heat of sulphur, put off the vegetable nature astiime that of the mineral. This happens, for thetpart, where
the appropriate nutriment is taken away from vegetaof this kind, so that they are afterwards celiled to derive
their nourishment from the sulphur and salts ofgaeh, until what was before vegetable passesioten perfect
mineral. From this mineral state, too, sometimperéect metallic essence arises, and this happetigelprogress
of one degree into another.
But let us return to the Philosophers’ Stone. Tladten of this, as certain writers have mentionsdbove all else
difficult to discover and abstruse to understartte Tethod and most certain rule for finding ous tais well as
other subjects — what they embrace or are ablffdote- is a careful examination of the root anddsby which they
come to our knowledge. For this, before all thietge, a consideration of principles is absoluteyassary; and
also of the manner in which Nature proceeds fropeirfection to the end of perfection. Now, for tb@sideration
it is well to have it thoroughly understood froneftfirst that all things created by Nature consfghoee primal
elements, namely, natural Mercury, Sulphur, andiSalombination, so that in some substances theyalatile, in
others fixed. Wherever corporal Salt is mixed veigtiritual Mercury and animated Sulphur into oneypdden
Nature begins to work, in those subterranean platésh serve for her vessels, by means of a sepgriate. By
this the thick and impure Sulphur is separated ftioenpure, the earth is segregated from the Saltflze clouds
from the Mercury, while those purer parts are prne= which Nature again welds together into a m@®gamic
body. This operation is esteemed by the Magi asxtune and conjunction by the uniting of three ditngnts,
body, soul, and spirit. When this union is completeere results from it a pure Mercury. Now if thighen flowing
down through its subterranean passages and vegetswith a chaotic Sulphur, the Mercury is coagddy it
according to the condition of the Sulphur. It iswever, still volatile, so that scarcely in a huedlyears is it
transformed into a metal. Hence arose the vulgsa tat Mercury and Sulphur are the matter of th&als, as is
certainly reported by miners. It is not, howevennenon Mercury and common Sulphur which are theenattthe
metals, but the Mercury and the Sulphur of thegsaiphers are incorporated and inborn in perfecalsieind in the
forms of them, so that they never fly from the finer are they depraved by the force of the coionptaused by the
elements. It is true that by the dissolution of thatural mixture our Mercury is subdued, as @lghilosophers say.
Under this form of words our Mercury comes to bavelr from perfect bodies and from the forces ofeaghly
planets. This is what Hermes asserts in the follgwerms: "The Sun and the Moon are the rootsisfAh". The
Son of Hamuel says that the Stone of the philosgpiBevater coagulated, namely, in Sol and Lunanfthis it is
clearer than the sun that the material of the Stonething else but Sol and Luna. This is confidrbg the fact that
like produces like. We know that there are only Stones, the white and the red. There are alsortatters of the
Stone, Sol and Luna, formed together in a properiage, both natural and artificial. Now, as we g the man
or the woman, without the seed of both, cannot ggagin the same way our man, Sol, and his wited, cannot
conceive or do an thing in the way of generatioitheut the seed and sperm of both. Hence the piplosrs
gathered that a third thing was necessary, nanf@yanimated seed of both, the man and the womgmuwt which
they judged that the whole of their work was fes and in vain. Such a sperm is Mercury, whictthbynatural
conjunction of both bodies Sol and Luna, receiles thature into itself in union. Then at lengthdanot before, the
work is fit for congress, ingress, and generatimnthe masculine and feminine power and virtue.déehe
philosophers have said that this same Mercurynspased of body, spirit, and soul, and that it restimed the
nature and property of all elements. Thereforeh witir most powerful genius and intellect, theyeated their
Stone to be animal. They even called it their Adetmy carries his own invisible Eve hidden in hisliofrom that
moment in which they were united by the power ef Bupreme God, the Maker of all creatures. Forr#dson it
may be said that the Mercury of the Philosophenoite other than their most abstruse, compoundeduvie and
not the common Mercury. So then they have wisely &athe sages that there is in Mercury whatevieewnen
seek. Almadir, the philosopher, says: "We extractMercury from one perfect body and two perfedtiral
conditions incorporated together, which indeed fartth externally its perfection, whereby it is alb resist the
fire, so that its internal imperfection may be paied by the external perfections”. By this passddbe sagacious
philosopher is understood the Adamic matter, tlis of the microcost?) and the homogeneous, unique matter
of the philosophers. The sayings of these men,wivie have before mentioned, are simply golden,emed to be
held in the highest esteem, because they containgosuperfluous or without force. Summarily, thére matter
of the Philosophers’ Stone is none other thanrg &ad perfect Mercury extracted by Nature and #uat is, the
artificially prepared and true hermaphrodite Adamd the microcosm: That wisest of the philosophdescurius,



making the same statement, called the Stone amor@ur Mercury, therefore, is the same which dast itself
all the perfections, force, and virtues of the Suich also runs through all the streets and hoaka$ the planets,
and in its own rebirth has acquired the force ofgh above and things below; to the marriage otivittiis to be
compared, as is clear from the whiteness and theess combined in it.
CHAPTER XVII.
CONCERNING THE PREPARATION OF THE MATTER FOR THE RDSOPHIC STONE.
What Nature principally requires is that its ownl@éophic man should be brought into a mercuri@istance, so
that it may be born into the philosophic Stone. &tser, it should be remarked that those commongpagipns of
Geber, Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, Rupesdisdgdorus, and such men, are nothing more thare som
particular solutions, sublimations, and calcinagidmaving no reference to our universal substambih needs
only the most secret fire of the philosophers.thetfire and Azoth therefore suffice for you. Frime fact that the
philosophers make mention of certain preparatisnsh as putrefaction, distillation, sublimationicazation,
coagulation, dealbation, rubification, ceratiomafion, and the like, you should understand thalbéir universal
substance, Nature herself fulfils all the operationthe matter spoken of, and not the operatdy,iara
philosophical vessel, and with a similar fire, bot common fire. The white and the red spring fiame root
without any intermediary. It is dissolved by itséifcopulates by itself, grows white, grows rediriade crocus-
coloured and black by itself, marries itself andagves in itself. It is therefore to be decoctedye baked, to be
fused; it ascends, and it descends. All these tipasaare a single operation and produced by tkeeafone. Still,
some philosophers, nevertheless, have, by a highlyuated essence of wine, dissolved the body lpb&d
rendered it volatile, so that it should ascendufjioan alembic, thinking that this is the true titdamatter of the
philosophers, though it is not so. And althoudbeitno contemptible arcanum to reduce this perfetaliic body
into a volatile, spiritual substance, yet theywareng in their separation of the elements. Thixpss of the monks,
such as Lully, Richard of England, Rupescissa,thadest, is erroneous. By this process they thiotigi they
were going to separate gold after this fashion &nsmbtle, spiritual, and elementary power, eactisigyf, and
afterwards by circulation and rectification to camdbthem again in one — but in vain. For although element
may, in a certain sense, be separated from angtsiemevertheless, every element separated iméiyscan again
be separated into another element, but these etero@mnot afterwards by circulation in a pelicanbydistillation,
be again brought back into one; but they alwaysaiera certain volatile matter, and aurum potalsitethey
themselves call it. The reason why they could ootgass their intention is that Nature refuses tmltkis way
dragged asunder and separated by man’s disjunctsrsy earthly glasses and instruments. She a&lomes her
own operations and the weights of the elementsseparations, rectifications, and copulations ofctvishe brings
about without the aid of any operator or manuafieet provided only the matter be contained in $keret fire and
in its proper occult vessel. The separation ofeleenents, therefore, is impossible by man. It npear to take
place, but it is not true, whatever may be saidRaymond Lully, and of that famous English goldenkwehich he
is falsely supposed to have accomplished. Natuigetidhas within herself the proper separator, aain joins
together what he has put asunder, without the failam. She knows best the proportion of every efgmehich
man does not know, however miseading writers romamtheir frivolous and false recipes about thitatile gold.
This is the opinion of the philosophers, that whieey have put their matter into the more secret ind when with
a moderated philosophical heat it is cherishedvemyeside, beginning to pass into corruption, dws black. This
operation they term putrefaction, and they calllitazkness by the name of the Crow’s Head. Thenascel
descent thereof they term distillation, ascensionl, descension. The exsiccation they call coagulasind the
dealbation they call calcination; while becaudaeitomes fluid and soft in the heat they make mertdfaceration.
When it ceases to ascend and remains liquid didtiem, they say fixation is present.
In this manner it is the terms of philosophical igiens are to bc understood, and not otherwise.
CHAPTER XVIII.
CONCERNING INSTRUMENTS AND THE PHILOSOPHIC VESSEL.
Sham philosophers have misunderstood the occulseerét philosophic vessel, and worse is that wisiclid by
Aristoteles the Alchemist (not the famous Greekderaic Philosopher), giving it out that the mattetd be
decocted in a triple vessel. Worst of all is thaich is said by another, namely, that the mattétsifirst separation
and first degree requires a metallic vessel; isetsond degree of coagulation and dealbation efitth a glass
vessel; and in the third degree, for fixation, artleen vessel. Nevertheless, hereby the philoseptmeterstand one
vessel alone in all the operations up to the padeof the red stone. Since, then, our matteuisroot for the
white and the red, necessarily our vessel musbtbiashioned that the matter in it may be governethb heavenly
bodies. For invisible celestial influences andithpressions of the stars are in the very first degrecessary for the
work: Otherwise it would be impossible for the @ited, Chaldean, and Egyptian stone to be realBgdhis
Anaxagoras knew the powers of the whole firmamamd, foretold that a great stone would descend freaven to



earth, which actually happened after his deathth€dCabalists our vessel is perfectly well knowecduse it must
be made according to a truly geometrical proporéind measure, and from a definite quadrature ofiticke, so
that the spirit and the soul of our matter, segarfitom their body, may be able to raise this Vesgh themselves
in proportion to the altitude of heaven. If the se&lde wider, narrower, higher, or lower thantignig, and than the
dominating operating spirit and soul desire, thet loé our secret philosophic fire (which is, indeeery severe),
will violently excite the matter and urge it ond@gcessive operation, so that the vessel is shivated thousand
pieces, with imminent danger to the body and ekerlite of the operator. On the other hand, ifétdf greater
capacity than is required in due proportion forlleat to have effect on the matter, the work weélMmsted and
thrown away. So, then, our philosophic vessel rhasnade with the greatest care. What the matdrthkovessel
should be is understood only by those who, in itts¢ $olution of our fixed and perfected matter énévought that
matter to its own primal quintessence. Enough le&nisaid on this point.
The operator must also very accurately note whadtsifirst solution, the matter sends forth anjéats from itself.
The method of describing the form of the vessédifigcult. It should be such as Nature requiresj @&must be
sought out and investigated from every possiblecsiso that, from the height of the philosophiaven, elevated
above the philosophic earth, it may be able to @geon the fruit of its own earthly body. It shotiave this form,
too, in order that the separation and purificatibthe elements, when the fire drives one fromdtier, may be
able to be accomplished, and that each may havermtovoccupy the place to which it adheres; and tilat the sun
and the other planets may exercise their operatiomsnd the elemental earth, while their courd@éir circuit is
neither hindered nor agitated with too swift a mntiln all these particulars which have been meetioit must
have a proper proportion of rotundity and of height
The instruments for the first purification of miaébodies are fusing-vessels, bellows, tongs, sapapels, tests,
cementatory vessels, cineritiums, cucurbites, Isofcinaquafortis and aqua regia; and also the apgdis which are
required for projection at the climax of the work.
CHAPTER XIX.
CONCERNING THE SECRET FIRE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS.
This is a well-known sententious saying of the ggolphers, "Let fire and Azoc suffice thee". Firenal is the whole
work and the entire art. Moreover, they who buldit fire and keep their vessel in that heat arerior. In vain
some have attempted it with the heat of horse dByghe coal fire, without a medium, they have subted their
matter, but they have not dissolved it. Others hgotegheir heat from lamps, asserting that thitiéssecret fire of
the philosophers for making their Stone. Some Ipdaeed it in a bath, first of all in heaps of argggs; others in
juniper ashes. Some have sought the fire in quiekliin tartar, vitriol, nitre, etc. Others, agdiaye sought it in
boiling water. Thomas Aquinas speaks falsely of fhie, saying that God and the angels cannot doowt this fire,
but use it daily. What blasphemy is this! Is it mahanifest lie that God is not able to do withitwat elemental heat
of boiling water? All the heats excited by thoseamewhich have been mentioned are utterly usebtessuf work
Take care not to be misled by Arnold de Villa Nowdo has written on the subject of the coal fiog,if this matter
he will deceive you.
Almadir says that the invisible rays of our firetbémselves suffice. Another cites, as an illugimatthat the
heavenly heat by its reflections tends to the cladigun and perfection of Mercury, just as by itsittoual motion it
tends to the generation of metals. Again, saysstuise authority, "Make a fire, vaporous, digestasgfor cooking,
continuous, but not volatile or boiling, encloseldut off from the air, not burning, but alteringdgmenetrating.
Now, in truth, | have mentioned every mode of &rel of exciting heat. If you are a true philosopjar will
understand". This is what he says.
Salmanazar remarks: "Ours is a corrosive fire, iwvhiéngs over our vessel an air like a cloud, inclitloud the
rays of this fire are hidden. If this dew of chamsl this moisture of the cloud fail, a mistake basn committed".
Again, Almadir says, that unless the fire has watmer sun with its moisture, by the excrement eftiountain,
with a moderate ascent, we shall not be partakévsreof the Red or the White Stone.
All these matters shew quite openly to us the ddael of the wise men. Finally, this is the mattérour fire,
namely, that it be kindled by the quiet spirit ehsible fire, which drives upwards, as it were,lbated chaos from
the opposite quarter, and above our philosophitemakhis heat, glowing above our vessel, must itrggethe
motion of a perfect generation, temperately buticoously, without intermission.
CHAPTER XX.
CONCERNING THE FERMENT OF THE PHILOSOPHERS, AND TN#EIGHT.
Philosophers have laboured greatly in the art whénts and of fermentations, which seems impoghate all
others. With reference thereto some have made aw@wd and to the philosophers that they woulceneiwulge
its arcanum by similitudes or by parables.



Nevertheless, Hermes, the father of all philosophierthe "Book of the Seven Treatises", most tjadiscloses the
secret of ferments, saying that they consist ohtheir own paste; and more at length he saystheaterment
whitens the confection, hinders combustion, altbgetetards the flux of the tincture, consoles bsdand amplifies
unions. He says, also, that this is the key anetitkof the work, concluding that the ferment ithitgg but paste,
as that of the sun is nothing but sun, and théhe@Mmoon nothing but moon. Others affirm that #werfent is the
soul, and if this be not rightly prepared from thagistery, it effects nothing. Some zealots of #risseek the Art
in common sulphur, arsenic, tutia, auripigment;ieft etc., but in vain; since the substance whdéckought is the
same as that from which it has to be drawn fotthhould be remarked, therefore, that fermentatifrikis kind do
not succeed according to the wishes of the zealdlse way they desire, but, as is clear from Wizt been said
above, simply in the way of natural successes.
But, to come at length to the weight; this mushbted in two ways. The first is natural, the secarticial. The
natural attains its result in the earth by Nature eoncordance. Of this, Arnold says: If more aslearth than
Nature requires be added, the soul is suffocatetina result is perceived, nor any fixation. Ithe same with the
water. If more or less of this bc taken it willtgia corresponding loss. A superfluity rendersntiad¢ter unduly
moist, and a deficiency makes it too dry and toal hHi there be over much air present, it is taorsgly impressed
on the tincture; if there be too little, the bodil wurn out pallid. In the same way, if the fire boo strong, the
matter is burnt up; if it be too slack, it has tie power of drying, nor of dissolving or heatihg bther elements.
In these things elemental heat consists.
Artificial weight is quite occult. It is comprised the magical art of ponderations. Between thetsgbul, and
body, say the philosophers, weight consists of [8uias the director of the work; for the soul stigrdesires
Sulphur, and necessarily observes it by reasots efeight.
You can understand it thus: Our matter is united ted fixed Sulphur, to which a third part of tegimen has been
entrusted, even to the ultimate degree, so tmajt perfect to infinity the operation of the Stomgy remain
therewith together with its fire, and may consisaaveight equal to the matter itself, in and tigall, without
variation of any degree. Therefore, after the mdtées been adapted and mixed in its proportionatgh; it should
be closely shut up with its seal in the vessehefhilosophers, and committed to the secretlfiréhis the
Philosophic Sun will rise and surge up, and wiillitinate all things that have been looking forlight, expecting
it with highest hope.
In these few words we will conclude the arcanurthefStone, an arcanum which is in no way maimedkefective,
for which we give God undying thanks. Now have \pered to you our treasure, which is not to be fmithy the
riches of the whole world.

HERE ENDS THE AURORA OF THE PHILOSOPHERS.

NOTES

YThe work under this title is cited occasionallyoither writings of Paracelsus, but is not includethie great folio
published at Geneva in 1688. It was first issueBamie in1575, and was accompanied with copioustations in
Latin by the editor, Gerard Dorne. This personage wvery persevering collector of the literary agm of

Paracelsus, but is not altogether free from thpisizs of having elaborated his original. The Aads by some
regarded as an instance in point; though no doutite main it is a genuine work of the Sage of hhbiegm, yet in
some respects it does seem to approximate somelaisaty to previous schools of Alchemy, which caarsely he
regarded as representing the actual standpoirdrafcBlsus.

2 He who created man the same also created scifiw.has man in any place without labour? Whenrthadate
went forth: Thou shalt live by the sweat of thy Wwrdhere was, as it were, a new creation. When @tadled His
fiat the world was made. Art, however, was not theade, nor was the light of Nature. But when Adaas w
expelled from Paradise, God created for him thet laj Nature when He bade him live by the work isflirands. In
like manner, He created for Eve her special lighewHe said to her: In sorrow shalt thou bringtfattildren.
Thus, and there, were these beings made humareathy ¢hat were before like angelicals. ... Thysthe word
were creatures made, and by this same word wasralde the light which was necessary to man. ..celéme
interior man followed from the second creationeafhe expulsion from Paradise. ... Before the, Hadit cognition
which was requisite to man had not begun to devieityim. He received it from the angel when he sast out of
Paradise. ... Man was made complete in the orddredbody, but not in the order of the art®e-CaducisPar. lll.
¥No work precisely corresponding co this title isa@t among the writings of Paracelsus. The subjeashich
reference is made are discussed inRth#osophia Sagax

“Before all things it is necessary to have a rigfttarstanding of the nature of Celestial Magic riginates from
divine virtue. There is that magic which Moses fiszdl, and there is the maleficent magic of thee®rs. There
are, then, different kinds of Magi. So also there/hat is called the Magic of Nature; there is@edestial Magus;



there is the Magus of Faith, that is, one whogé faiakes him whole. There is, lastly, the MaguBefdition. —
Philosophia Sagax.ib. Il., c. 6.

® Learn, therefore, Astronomic Magic, which othemvisall cabalistic. De Pestilitate Tract I. This art, formerly
called cabalistic, was in the beginning named dapahd afterwards caballia. It is a species ofimdgwas also,
but falsely, called Gabanala, by one whose knovdesfghe subject was profound. It was of an unkn&thmic
origin, and it passed subsequently to the Chaldaaad Hebrews, by both of whom it was corrupteldhifosophia
SagaxLib. I., s. v.Probatio in Scientiam Nectromantricam

® The object which received the influence and ex&ibthe sign thereof appears to have been termesfBzu,
Gamahey etc. But the name was chiefly given tagestones on which various and wonderful imagesfgures
of men and animals have been found naturally degjdieing no work of man, but the result of thevistence and
counsel of God. Pe Imaginibusc. 7 and c. 13. It is possible, magically, fonan to project his infiuence into
these stones and some other substandegl 5-c. 13. But they also have their own inherertigy which is
indicated by the shape and the special natureeghtpression. 4bid., c. 7. There was also an artificial Gamaheus
invented and prepared by the Magi, and this seerhate been more powerfulDe Carduo Angelico

"Man was regarded by Paracelsus as himself in aspeanner the true Quintessence. After God haateceall
the elements, stars, and every other created taimghad disposed them according to His will, Hecpeded, lastly,
to the forming of man. He extracted the essencefilite four elements into one mass; He extradisalthe
essence of wisdom, art, and reason out of the, stadsthis twofold essence He congested into orss:mehich
mass Scripture calls the slime of the earth. Fitwah tass two bodies were made — the sidereal aneléementary.
These, according to the light of Nature, are catfejuintum esserhe mass was extracted, and therein the
firmament and the elements were condensed. Whaéxteacted from the four after this manner contdua fifth.
The Quintessence is the nucleus and the placeafatences and properties of all things in theeusdy world. All
nature came into the hand of God — all potencypralperty, all essence of the superior and infegiobe. All these
had God joined in His hand, and from these He farman according to His image Philosophia Sagaxib. I., c.
2.

8 All created things proceed from the coagulated, &fter coagulation must go on to resolution. Fresolution
proceed all procreated thingsDe Tartaro(fragment). All bodies of minerals are coaguldtgdsalt. -De
Natraralibus AquisLib. Ill., Tract 2.

°So acute is the potency of calcined blood, thiatié poured slowly on iron it produces in theffipiace a
whiteness thereon, and then generates ri&thelia in Libros de Tartardn Lib. Il., Tract II.

°One recipe for the fixation of arsenic is as follow Take equal parts of arsenic and nitre. Plagsetin a
tigillum, set upon coals so that they may begibdd and to evaporate. Continue till ebullition a@hporation
cease, and the substances shall have settled bhotioen of the vessel like fat melting in a fryipgn; then, for the
space of an hour and a half (the longer the bettet)it apart to settle. Subsequently pour thepmamd upon
marble, and it will acquire a gold colour. In a gaplace it will assume the consistency of a fdtiidf —De
Naturalibus Rebuysc. 9. Again: The fixation of arsenic is perform®dsalt of urine, after which it is converted by
itself into an oil. -Chirurgia Minor, Lib. II.

" Concerning the kinds of arsenic, it is to be ndted there are those which flow forth from theioper mineral or
metal, and are called native arsenics. Next theraigenics out of metals after their kind. Thesrerare those made
by Art through transmutation. White or crystalliaesenic is the best for medicine Yellow and re@irtsare
utilised by chemists for investigating the transatioin of metals, in which arsenic has a speci&tatfy. —De
Naturalibus Rebusc. 9.

2The arcanum of vitriol is the oil of vitriol. Thuafter the aquosity has been removed in coctiom fitriol, the
spirit is elicited by the application of greateaheThe vitriol then comes over pure in the fornrnater. This water
is combined with theaput mortuunieft by the process, and on again separatingoal@eum maristhe phlegmatic
part passes off, and the oil, or the arcanum obVjtremains at the bottom of the vesselbid.

13350 long as the viridity or greenness of vitriol sisks therein, it is of a soft quality and subsearut if it be
excocted so that it is deprived of its moisturés thereby changed into a hard stone from whi@ndire can be
struck. When the moisture is evaporated from \ittlee sulphur which it contains predominates dhersalt, and
the vitriol turns red. -Be Pestilitate Tract 1.

1 The diagnosis of vitriol is concerned with it bathVedicine and Alchemy. In Medicine it is a pa@mt
remedy. In Alchemy it has many additional purpo3é® Art of Medicine and Alchemy consists in thegmration
of vitriol, for it is worthless in its crude stati¢is like unto wood, out of which it is possilite carve anything.
Three kinds of oil are extracted from vitriol —edroil, by distillation in a retort after an alchistic method, and
this is the most acid of all substances, and tssatorrosive quality — also a green and a wihiitelistilled from
crude vitriol by descension.Be Vitriolo. Nor let it be regarded as absurd that we assigh great virtues to



vitriol, for therein resides, secret and hiddenegain peculiar golden force, not corporeal bititsgal, which
excellent and admirable virtue exists in greatéepcy and certainty therein than it does in goldheWthis golden
spirit of vitriol is volatilized and separated frdta impurities, so that the essence alone remadiisslike unto
potable gold. -Be Morbis Amentium, Methodlis, c. 1.

15 Antimony can be made into a pap with the waterimiol, and then purified by sal ammoniac, andtiis manner
there may be obtained from it a thick purple ordield liquor. This is oil of antimony, and it has myavirtues. —
Chirurgia Magna Lib. V. Take three pounds of antimony and as mafcsal gemmae. Distil them together in a
retort for three natural days, and so you will haved oil, which has incredible healing powerases of otherwise
incurable wounds. €hirurgia Minor, Tract Il., c. 11.

®Man himself was created from that which is termietbus. This limbus contained the potency and nattig|
creatures. Hence man himself is called the micnoess or world in miniature. Be Generatione Stultorunivian
was fashioned out of the limbus, and this limbukésuniversal world. Paramirum Aliud Lib. IlI., c. 2. The limbus
was the first matter of man. ... Whosoever knoweslithbus knows also what mam is. Whatsoever thbusris,

that also is man. Paramirum Aliud Lib. IV. There is a dual limbus, man, the ledsabus, and that Great Limbus
from which he was produced Be Podagra s. v.de Limbo The limbus is the seed out of which all creatanes
produced and grow, as the tree comes forth frolmmvits special seed. The limbus has its ground iwitvel of God.
—Ibid. The limbus of Adam was haven and earth, wateraémd herefore, man also remains in the limbusd, an
contains in himself heaven and earth, air and watet these things he also himself iRaragranumAlterum

Tract Il.

Alchemical Catechism

A SHORT CATECHISM OF ALCHEMY

Q. What is the chief study of a Philosopher?

A. It is the investigation of the operations of Nat

Q. What is the end of Nature?

A. God, Who is also its beginning.

Q. Whence are all things derived?

A. From one and indivisible Nature.

Q. Into how many regions is Nature separated?

A. Into four palmary regions.

Q. Which are they?

A. The dry, the moist, the warm, and the cold, \Whace the four elementary qualities, whence atighioriginate.
Q. How is Nature differentiated?

A. Into male and female.

Q. To what may we compare Nature?

A. To Mercury.

Q. Give a concise definition of Nature.

A. Itis not visible, though it operates visiblyrfit is simply a volatile spirit, fulfilling its fiice in bodies, and
animated by the universal spirit-the divine breé#tle, central and universal fire, which vivifies #dings that exist.
Q. What should be the qualities possessed by thmievers of Nature?

A. They should be like unto Nature herself. Thabisay, they should be truthful, simple, patiemkl persevering.
Q. What matters should subsequently engross ttieimteon?

A. The philosophers should most carefully ascendiether their designs are in harmony with Natare] of a
possible and attainable kind; if they would accdsatpby their own power anything that is usuallyfpemed by the
power of Nature, they must imitate her in everyadet

Q. What method must be followed in order to prodsmeething which shall be developed to a supeegree than
Nature herself develops it.

A. The manner of its improvement must be studied, this is invariably operated by means of a lieture. For
example, if it be desired to develop the intringitue of a given metal beyond its natural conditithe chemist
must avail himself of the metallic nature itsetidamust be able to discriminate between its matefamale
differentiations.

Q. Where does the metallic nature store her seeds?

A. In the four elements.



Q. With what materials can the philosopher aloreaplish anything?

A. With the germ of the given matter; this is itiie or quintessence, more precious by far, anadeneeful, to the
artist, than is Nature herself. Before the phildsaphas extracted the seed, or germ, Nature, ingfialf, will be
ready to perform her duty.

Q. What is the germ, or seed, of any substance?

A. It is the most subtle and perfect decoction diggstion of the substance itself; or, rathers thie Balm of
Sulphur, which is identical with the Radical Moistof Metals.

Q. By what is this seed, or germ, engendered?

A. By the four elements, subject to the will of thepreme Being, and through the direct interventibtine
imagination of Nature.

Q. After what manner do the four elements operate?

A. By means of an incessant and uniform motionhea, according to its quality, depositing itscsgethe centre
of the earth, where it is subjected to action aigested, and is subsequently expelled in an outdaettion by the
laws of movement.

Q. What do the philosophers understand by the e@iftihe earth?

A. A certain void place where nothing may reposel the existence of which is assumed.

Q. Where, then, do the four elements expel andsiefieir seeds?

A. In the ex-centre, or in the margin and circurafere of the centre, which, after it has appropdiat@ortion, casts
out the surplus into the region of excrement, sepriire, and formless chaos.

Q. lllustrate this teaching by an example.

A. Take any level table, and set in its centre sevdled with water; surround the vase with selhimgs of various
colours, especially salt, taking care that a prafi&ance intervenes between them all. Then poutheuvater from
the vase, and it will flow in streams here andéhene will encounter a substance of a red cokmad,will assume a
tinge of red; another will pass over the salt, afllcontract a saline flavour; for it is certainat water does not
modify the places which it traverses, but the dieecharacteristics of places change the naturat#rwin the same
way the seed which is deposited by the four elegmatthe centre of the earth is subject to a waakt
modifications in the places through which it passesthat every existing substance is produceldnikeness of its
channel, and when a seed on its arrival at a ceptaint encounters pure earth and pure water, @ guvstance
results, but the contrary in an opposite case.

Q. After what manner do the elements procreatestiesl?

A. In order to the complete elucidation of thismipit must be observed that there are two grodshaavy elements
and two that are volatile in character. Two, irelikanner, are dry and two humid, one out of the li@ing actually
excessively dry, and the other excessively moiseyTare also masculine and feminine. Now, eacharfthas a
marked tendency to reproduce its own species withiown sphere. Moreover, they are never in reposeare
perpetually interacting, and each of them separafesnd by itself, the most subtle portion therddfeir general
place of meeting is in the centre, even the cesftthe Archeus, that servant of Nature, where cgninmix their
several seeds, they agitate and finally expel tteethe exterior.

Q. What is the true and the first matter of all a2

A. The first matter, properly so called, is dualt;iessence, or is in itself of a twofold natwee, nevertheless,
cannot create a metal without the concurrenceebther. The first and the palmary essence is aal &emidity,
blended with a warm air, in the form of a fatty emtwhich adheres to all substances indiscrimigatehether they
are pure or impure.

Q. How has this humidity been named by Philosoghers

A. Mercury.

Q. By what is it governed?

A. By the rays of the Sun and Moon.

Q. What is the second matter?

A. The warmth of the earth -otherwise, that drythvaich is termed Sulphur by the Philosophers.

Q. Can the entire material body be converted intxl8

A. Its eight-hundredth part only-that, namely, whis secreted in the centre of the body in quesdod may, for
example, be seen in a grain of wheat.

Q. Of what use is the bulk of the matter as regasdseed?

A. It is useful as a safeguard against excessigag held, moisture, or aridity, and, in generadlhalrtful

inclemency, against which it acts as an envelope.

Q. Would those artists who pretend to reduce thelevmatter of any body into seed derive any adygnfeom the
process, supposing it were possible to perform it?



A. None; on the contrary, their labour would be Whanproductive, because nothing that is good lman
accomplished by a deviation from natural methods.

Q. What, therefore, should be done?

A. The matter must be effectively separated franintpurities, for there is no metal, how pure soewich is
entirely free from imperfections, though their extegaries. Now all superfluities, cortices, andri® must be
peeled off and purged out from the matter in otdetiscover its seed.

Q. What should receive the most careful attentioth® Philosopher?

A. Assuredly, the end of Nature, and this is bynmeans to be looked for in the vulgar metals, bezahese having
issued already from the hands of the fashionés,rib longer to be found therein.

Q. For what precise reason?

A. Because the vulgar metals, and chiefly gold,adosolutely dead, while ours, on the contraryadosolutely
living, and possess a soul.

Q. What is the life of metals?

A. Itis no other substance than fire, when theyas yet imbedded in the mines.

Q. What is their death?

A. Their life and death are in reality one prineiplor they die, as they live, by fire, but the@ath is from a fire of
fusion.

Q. After what manner are metals conceived in thetvof the earth?

A. When the four elements have developed their paweirtue in the centre of the earth, and havygodéed their
seed, the Archeus of Nature, in the course oftéldiery process, sublimes them superficially hg twvarmth and
energy of the perpetual movement.

Q. Into what does the wind resolve itself whers itlistilled through the pores of the earth?

A. It resolves itself into water, whence all thirggging; in this state it is merely a humid vapaurt of which there
is subsequently evolved the principiated princgfiall substances, which also serves as the fiegtenof the
Philosophers.

Q. What then is this principiated principle, whishmade use of as the first matter by the Childfeiinowledge in
the philosophic achievement?

A. It is this identical matter, which, the momerisiconceived, receives a permanent and unchalegiam.

Q. Are Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, the Sun, tl@h etc., separately endowed with individual seed?

A. One is common to them all; their differencestarbe accounted for by the: locality from whicleyrare derived,
not to speak of the fact that Nature completesnmek with far greater rapidity in the procreatioihsdver than in
that of gold, and so of the other metals, eacksinuwn proportion.

Q. How is gold formed in the bowels of the earth?

A. When this vapour, of which we have spoken, idiswed in the centre of the earth, and when itpessed
through warm and pure places, where a certain atdlus grease adheres to the channels, then gasivavhich
the Philosophers have denominated their Mercurgpipes adapted and joined to this grease, whialblirees
with itself; from such amalgamation there is proghli@ certain unctuousness, which, abandoning thereas
form, assumes that of grease, and is sublimisethier places, which have been cleansed by thisgieg vapour,
and the earth whereof has consequently been rehdeyee subtle, pure, and humid; it fills the pooéthis earth, is
joined thereto, and gold is produced as a result.

Q. How is Saturn engendered?

A. It occurs when the said unctuosity, or greasssps through places which are totally impure aitl ¢

Q. How is Venus brought forth?

A. She is produced in localities where the eadélitis pure, but is mingled with impure sulphur.

Q. What power does the vapour, which we have rgcergntioned, possess in the centre of the earth?

A. By its continual progress it has the power afgetually rarefying whatsoever is crude and imparej of
successively attracting to itself all that is pareund it.

Q. What is the seed of the first matter of all §u@

A. The first matter of things, that is to say, thatter of principiating principles is begotten bgthire, without the
assistance of any other seed; in other words, Naggaeives the matter from the elements, whersgigequently
brings forth the seed.

Q. What, absolutely speaking, is therefore the séddings?

A. The seed in a body is no other thing than a eategl air, or a humid vapour, which is useless gitde
dissolved by a warm vapour.

Q. How is the generation of seed comprised in th&alic kingdom?

A. By the artifice of Archeus the four elementstlie first generation of Nature, distil a ponderegapour of water



into the centre of the earth ; this is the seeaheffals, and it is called Mercury, not on accouritoéssence, but
because of its fluidity, and the facility with whid will adhere to each and every thing.

Q. Why is this vapour compared to sulphur?

A. Because of its internal heat.

Q. From what species of Mercury are we to concthdé the metals are composed?

A. The reference is exclusively to the Mercurylad Philosophers, and in no sense to the commounlgaw
substance, which cannot become a seed, seeindjkbaither metals, it already contains its owndsee

Q. What, therefore, must actually be acceptedeasubject of our matter?

A. The seed alone, otherwise the fixed grain, astdhre whole body, which is differentiated into gulr, or living
male, and into Mercury, or living female.

Q. What operation must be afterwards performed

A. They must be joined together, so that they neaignfa germ, after which they will proceed to thequeation of a
fruit which is conformed to their nature.

Q. What is the part of the artist in this operation

A. The artist must do nothing but separate thattig subtle from that which is gross.

Q. To what, therefore, is the whole philosophic bamation reduced?

A. The development of one into two, and the redurctif two into one, and nothing further.

Q. Whither must we turn for the seed and life ohls@and minerals?

A. The seed of minerals is properly the water wlaglsts in the centre

And the heart of the minerals.

Q. How does Nature operate by the help of Art?

A. Every seed, whatsoever its kind, is uselesgamby Nature or Art it is placed in a suitableriratvhere it
receives its life by the coction of the germ! andiie congelation of the pure particle, or fixedigr

Q. How is the seed subsequently nourished and et

A. By the warmth of its body.

Q. What is therefore performed by the artist intfineral kingdom?

A. He finishes what cannot be finished by Natureaocount of the crudity of the air, which has peatad the pores
of all bodies by its violence, but on the surfand aot in the bowels of the earth.

Q. What correspondence have the metals among thexa3e

A. It is necessary for a proper comprehension efrtéiture of this correspondence to consider thitigosf the
planets, and to pay attention to Saturn, whichéshtighest of all, and then is succeeded by Jupitet by Mars,
the Sun, Venus, Mercury, and, lastly, by the Mdbomust be observed that the influential virtueshef planets do
not ascend but descend, and experience teachleatiddrs can be easily converted into Venus, noiuganto
Mars, which is of a lower sphere. So, also, Jugiter be easily transmuted into Mercury, becausieiup superior
to Mercury, the one being second after the firmantée other second above the earth, and Satiighest of all,
while the Moon is lowest. The Sun enters intolalt, it is never ameliorated by its inferiors. Iciear that there is a
large correspondence between Saturn and the Modne imiddle of which is the Sun; but to all thebkanges the
Philosopher should strive to administer the Sun.

Q. When the Philosophers speak of gold and sift@m which they extract their matter, are we tomge that they
refer to the vulgar gold and silver?

A. By no means; vulgar silver and gold are deadlenthose of the Philosophers are full of life.

Q. What is the object of research among the Plploss?

A. Proficiency in the art of perfecting what Natunas left imperfect in the mineral kingdom, and attainment of
the treasure of the Philosophical Stone.

Q. What is this Stone?

A. The Stone is nothing else than the radical hitgnaf the elements, perfectly purified and eduoed a
sovereign fixation, which causes it to perform sgobat things for health, life being resident egaolely in the
humid radical.

Q. In what does the secret of accomplishing thiniegble work consist?

A. It consists in knowing how to educe from potalitty into activity the innate warmth, or the fioé Nature, which
is enclosed in the centre of the radical humidity.

Q. What are the precautions which must be madefuseguard against failure in the work?

A. Great pains must be taken to eliminate excregiam the matter, and to conserve nothing buk#rael, which
contains all the virtue of the compound.



Q. Why does this medicine heal every species afdis?

A. It is not on account of tile variety of its qiteds, but simply because it powerfully fortifidset natural warmth,
which it gently stimulates, while other physicstate it by too violent an action.

Q How can you demonstrate to me the truth of thenaghe matter of the tincture?

A. Firstly, its truth is founded on the fact thaetphysical powder, being composed of the samdautesas the
metals, namely, quicksilver, has the faculty of boning with these in fusion, one nature easily eawbrg another
which is like itself. Secondly, seeing that the arfpction of the base metals is owing to the credsrof their
quicksilver, and to that alone, the physical poweldrich is a ripe and decocted quicksilver, andtself a pure fire,
can easily communicate to them its own maturityl @an transmute them into its nature, after itdtaracted their
crude humidity, that is to say, their quicksilvehich is the sole substance that transmutes tHerest being
nothing but scoriae and excrements, which are tegjea projection.

Q. What road should the Philosopher follow thatrtaey attain to the knowledge and execution of thesiaial
work?

A. That precisely which was followed by the GreatHitect of the Universe in the creation of the Mpby
observing how the chaos was evolved.

Q. What was the matter of the chaos?

A. It could be nothing else than a humid vapoucduse water alone enters into all created substantéch all
finish in a strange term, this term being a prop#iject for the impression of all forms.

Q. Give me an example to illustrate what you hangt $tated.

A. An example may be found in the special produgtiof composite substances, the seeds of whichiaiga
begin by resolving themselves into a certain humatich is the chaos of the particular matter, vdeeissues, by a
kind of irradiation, the complete form of the plaktoreover, it should be observed that Holy Scrigtunakes no
mention of anything except water as the materibjestt whereupon the Spirit of God brooded, norrofthing
except light as the universal form of things.

Q. What profit may the Philosopher derive from thesnsiderations, and what should he especiallarem the
method of creation which was pursued by the Supr@eieg?

A. In the first place he should observe the maitegrof which the world was made; he will see thataf this
confused mass, the Sovereign Artist began by dktatight, that this light in the same moment dised the
darkness which covered the face of the earth, lzadttserved as the universal form of the matterwill then
easily perceive that in the generation of all cosifgosubstances, a species of irradiation takeepénd a
separation of light and darkness, wherein Natuemigndeviating copyist of her Creator. The Phidbsr will
equally understand after what manner, by the adfdhis light, the empyrean, or firmament whickides the
superior and inferior waters, was subsequentlyyred; how the sky was studded with luminous bodiad; how
the necessity for the moon arose, which was owdrthe space intervening between the things abodetenthings
below; for the moon is an intermediate torch betwie superior and the inferior worlds, receivihg telestial
influences and communicating them to the earthalBirne will understand how the Creator, in thehgaing of the
waters, produced dry land.

Q. How many heavens can you enumerate?

A. Properly there is one only, which is the firmarnthat divides the waters from the waters. Neweits, three are
admitted, of which the first is the space thathie\a the clouds. In this heaven the waters ardiedreand fall upon
the fixed stars, and it is also in this space thatplanets and wandering stars perform their teiaris. The second
heaven is the firmament of the fixed stars, whike third is the abode of the supercelestial waters.

Q. Why is the rarefaction of the waters confinethi first heaven?

A. Because it is in the nature of rarefied substario ascend, and because God, in His eternal feassassigned its
proper sphere to everything.

Q. Why does each celestial body invariably revallieut an axis?

A. It is by reason of the primeval impetus whicheiteived, and by virtue of the same law which edluse any
heavy substance suspended from a thread to tunrtivétsame velocity, if the power which impelsnitstion be
always equal.

Q. Why do the superior waters never descend?

A. Because of their extreme rarefaction. It istfos reason that a skilled chemist can derive rpooéit from the
study of rarefaction than from any other sciencatabever.

Q. What is the matter of the firmament?

A. It is properly air, which is more suitable thamater as a medium of light.

Q. After the separation of the waters from the elgth, what was performed by the Creator to origiggneration?
A. He created a certain light which was destinedtits office; He placed it in the central fire,damoderated this



fire by the humidity of water and by the coldneésarth, so as to keep a check upon its energywedapt it to His
design.

Q. What is the action of this central fire?

A. It continually operates upon the nearest humédten, which it exalts into vapour; now this vap@ithe mercury
of Nature and the first matter of the three kingdom

Q. How is the sulphur of Nature subsequently forthed

A. By the interaction of the central fire and thergurial vapour.

Q. How is the salt of the sea produced?

A. By the action of the same fire upon aqueous dityniwhen the aerial humidity, which is contairtbdrein, has
been exhaled.

Q. What should be done by a truly wise Philosoptteen he has once mastered the foundation and dee iorthe
procedure of the Great Architect of the Universthimconstruction of all that exists in Nature?

A. He should, as far as may be possible, becoradtdul copyist of his Creator. In the physical obde should
make his chaos such as the original actually washiould separate the light from the darknessshbeld form his
firmament for the separation of the waters whighasove from the waters which are below, and should
successively accomplish, point by point, the erd@quence of the creative act.

Q. With what is this grand and sublime operatiorfqgrened?

A. With one single corpuscle, or minute body, whish to speak, contains nothing but faeces, fitig
abominations, but whence a certain tenebrous amdum& humidity is extracted, which contains isélf all that is
required by the Philosopher, because, as a fats,ihesearch of nothing hut the true Mercury.

Q. What kind of mercury, therefore, must he maleafdn performing the work? A. Of a mercury whiels, such,
is not found on the earth, but is extracted frordibs, yet not from vulgar mercury, as it has bedsely said.

Q. Why is the latter unfitted to the needs of oorke

A. Because the wise artist must take notice thigfarumercury has an insufficient quantity of sulpland he should
consequently operate upon a body created by Natuvehich Nature herself has united the sulphur rmuedcury
that it is the work of the artist to separate.

Q. What must he subsequently do?

A. He must purify them and join them anew together.

Q. How do you denominate the body of which we hasen speaking?

A. The RUDE STONE, Or Chaos, or lliaste, or Hyleattconfused mass which is known but universalgpded.
Q. As you have told me that Mercury is the oneghimich the Philosopher must absolutely understesitlyou
give me a circumstantial description of it, so@avoid misconception?

A. In respect of its nature, our Mercury is duakefl and volatile; in regard to its motion, it isadual, for it has a
motion of ascent and of descent; by that of desdteistthe influence of plants, by which it stimtgs the drooping
fire of Nature, and this is its first office previ®to congelation. By its ascensional movemenisets, seeking to be
purified, and as this is after congelation, it@msidered to be the radical moisture of substandeish, beneath its
vile scoriae, still preserves the nobility of itsst origin.

Q. How many species of moisture do you suppose ta kach composite thing?

A. There are three--the Elementary, which is priypdie vase of the other elements; the Radicalckytaccurately
speaking, is the oil, or balm, in which the entingue of the subject is resident--lastly, the Adintary, the true
natural dissolvent, which draws up the droopingrimal fire, causing corruption and blackness bhusidity, and
fostering and sustaining the subject.

Q. How many species of Mercury are there knowrméoRhilosophers?

A. The Mercury of the Philosophers may be regardw®tker four aspects; the first is entitled the Meyaf bodies,
which is actually their concealed seed; the sed®tite Mercury of Nature, which is the Bath or Va$¢he
Philosophers, otherwise the humid radical; to tivelthas been applied the designation, Mercuref t
Philosophers, because it is found in their laboyasémd in their minera. It is the sphere of Satitrig the Diana of
the Wise; it is the true salt of metals, after alequisition of which the true philosophic work magy/truly said to
have begun. In its fourth aspect, it is called Camrvlercury, which yet is not that of the Vulgart bather is
properly the true air of the Philosophers, the miedle substance of water, the true secret andezded fire, called
also common fire, because it is common to all naaefor it is the substance of metals, and thendbely derive
their quantity and quality.

Q. How many operations art comprised in our work?

A. There is one only, which may be resolved intblisnation, and sublimation, according to Gebenathing other
than the elevation of the dry matter by the mediatf fire, with adherence to its own vase.



Q. What precaution should be taken in reading tharétic Philosophers ?

A. Great care, above all, must be observed upamttint, lest what they say upon the subject shbalthterpreted
literally and in accordance with the mere sounthefwords: For the letter killeth, but the spiiitegh life.

Q. What books should be read in order to have gnaintance with our science?

A. Among the ancients, all the works of Hermes $th@gpecially be studied; in the next place, aadetook,
entitled The Passage of the Red Sea, and anotheritrance into the Promised Land. Paracelsusshtsad be
read before all among elder writers, and, amongrdtieatises, his Chemical Pathway, or the MantiBbaoacelsus,
which contains all the mysteries of demonstratiligsics and the most arcane Kabbalah. This rareiaiogie
manuscript work exists only in the Vatican Libraoyt Sendivogius had the good fortune to take & cbjit, which
has helped in the illumination of the sages ofander. Secondly, Raymond Lully must be read, asd/aide
Mecum above all, his dialogue called the Tree & Lhis testament, and his codicil. There must,éw®@x, be a
certain precaution exercised in respect to thel&st) because, like those of Geber, and also obldrde Villanova,
they abound in false recipes and futile fictionhjol seem to have been inserted with the objestare effectually
disguising the truth from the ignorant. In the dhjlace, the Turba Philosophorum which is a cdtiecof ancient
authors, contains much that is materially goodugjtothere is much also which is valueless. Amondiasval
writers Zachary, Trevisan, Roger Bacon, and a iteaiaonymous author, whose book is entitled ThéoBbphers,
should be held especially high in the estimatiothefstudent. Among moderns the most worthy torizxeg are
John Fabricius, Francois de Nation, and Jean Dgfsiawho wrote Physics Restored, though, to sayrthh, he
has imported some false precepts and fallaciousans into his treatise.

Q. When may the Philosopher venture to undertadevirk?

A. When he is, theoretically, able to extract, byams of a crude spirit, a digested spirit out bbdy in dissolution,
which digested spirit he must again rejoin to thel wil.

Q. Explain me this theory in a clearer manner.

A. It may be demonstrated more completely in thea@rocess; the great experiment may be undertaken the
Philosopher, by the medium of a vegetable mengtrunited to a mineral menstruum, is qualified igsdlve a
third essential menstruum, with which menstruumitedrhe must wash the earth, and then exalt itantelestial
guintessence, to compose the sulphureous thundenltinth instantaneously penetrates substancedesitbys
their excrements.

Q. Have those persons a proper acquaintance witlré&levho pretend to make use of vulgar gold fodseead of
vulgar mercury for the dissolvent, or the earthwhich it should be sown?

A. Assuredly not, because neither the one nor thergossesses the external agent--gold, becalas ieen
deprived of it by decoction, and mercury becausadt never had it.

Q. In seeking this auriferous seed elsewhere thgold itself, is there no danger of producing ecégs of monster,
since one appears to be departing from Nature?

A. It is undoubtedly true that in gold is contairtee auriferous seed, and that in a more perfedition than it is
found in any other body; but this does not forcéousiake use of vulgar gold, for such a seed isigtound in
each of the other metals, and is nothing elseHaitfixed grain which Nature has infused in thetfaongelation of
mercury, all metals having one origin and a commsuirstance, as will be ultimately unveiled to thake become
worthy of receiving it by application and assidustisdy.

Q. What follows from this doctrine?

A. It follows that, although the seed is more petrfa gold, it may be extracted much more easityrfranother
body than from gold itself, other bodies being moypen, that is to say, less digested, and lessatest in their
humidity.

Q. Give me an example taken from Nature.

A. Vulgar gold may be likened to a fruit which, lray come to a perfect maturity, has been cut afifrfits tree, and
though it contains a most perfect and well-digestset], notwithstanding, should anyone set it irgtioeind, with a
view to its multiplication, much time, trouble, aattention will be consumed in the development®ofegetative
capabilities. On the other hand, if a cutting, eoat, be taken from the same tree, and similddpted, in a short
time, and with no trouble, it will spring up andpuce much fruit.

Q. Is it necessary that an amateur of this scishoeld understand the formation of metals in thedis of the
earth if he wishes to complete his work ?

A. So indispensable is such a knowledge that shaydne fail, before all other studies, to appms$elf to its
attainment, and to imitate Nature point by poirgr#in, he will never succeed in accomplishing aimgttbut what is
worthless.

Q. How, then, does Nature deposit metals in thegi®waf the earth, and of what does she compose them

A. Nature manufactures them all out of sulphur am@tcury, and forms them by their double vapour.



Q. What do you mean by this double vapour, and temvmetals be formed thereby?

A. In order to a complete understanding of thissgjoa, it must first be stated that mercurial vapiswnited to
sulphureous vapour in a cavernous place which oengasaline water, which serves as their matipusTis formed,
firstly, the Vitriol of Nature; secondly, by the mmnotion of the elements, there is developed otittisfVitriol of
Nature a new vapour, which is neither mercurialsudphureous, yet is allied to both these natuaed,this, passing
through places to which the grease of sulphur a&dhés joined therewith, and out of their unionwigous
substance is produced, otherwise, a formless mémsh is permeated by the vapour that fills thesesenous
places. By this vapour, acting through the sulphcontains, are produced the perfect metals, dexvithat the
vapour and the locality are pure. If the localibdahe vapour are impure, imperfect metals re$hie terms
perfection and imperfection have reference to waridegrees of concoction.

Q. What is contained in this vapour?

A. A spirit of light and a spirit of fire, of theature of the celestial bodies, which properly stidaé considered as
the form of the universe.

Q. What does this vapour represent?

A. This vapour, thus impregnated by the univerpiitsrepresents, in a fairly complete way, thgyioral Chaos,
which contained all that was required for the avéicreation, that is, universal matter and uniafeficrm.

Q. And one cannot, notwithstanding, make use ajatuimercury in the process?

A. No, because vulgar mercury, as already made,pldevoid of external agent.

Q. Whence comes it that common mercury is withtsu¢xternal agent?

A. Because in the exaltation of the double vapthe& ,commotion has been so great and searchinghthapirit, or
agent, has evaporated, as occurs, with very closkasgty, in the fusion of metals. The result et the unique
mercurial part is deprived of its masculine or sulgeous agent, and consequently can never be taednimto gold
by Nature.

Q. How many species of gold are distinguished leyRhilosophers?

A. Three sorts :--Astral Gold, Elementary Gold, ahdgar Gold.

Q. What is astral gold?

A. Astral Gold has its centre in the sun, which cwmicates it by its rays to all inferior beingsislan igneous
substance, which receives a continual emanati@olaf corpuscles that penetrate all things sentiegetable, and
mineral.

Q. What do you refer to under the term Elementasid@

A. This is the most pure and fixed portion of tiengents, and of all that is composed of them. Alilanary beings
included in the three kingdoms contain in their asthcentre a precious grain of this elementary.gold

Q. Give me some description of Vulgar Gold ?

A. It is the most beautiful metal of our acquaird@nthe best that Nature can produce, as perfécisasnalterable
in itself.

Q. Of what species of gold is the Stone of thedoiphers ?

A. It is of the second species, as being the mas portion of all the metallic elements aftertsification, when
it is termed living philosophical gold. A perfegjelibrium and equality of the four elements eriteo the Physical
Stone, and four things are indispensable for tkemplishment of the work, namely, composition, eition,
mixture, and union, which, once performed accordmthe rules of art, will beget the lawful Sontbé Sun, and
the Phoenix which eternally rises out of its owhess

Q. What is actually the living gold of the Philo$eps?

A. It is exclusively the fire of Mercury, or thajneous virtue, contained in the radical moistuweyhich it has
already communicated the fixity and the naturehefgulphur, whence it has emanated, the mercuvéabcter of
the whole substance of philosophical sulphur peimgitt to be alternatively termed mercury.

Q. What other name is also given by the Philosaptetheir living gold ?

A. They also term it their living sulphur, and theie fire; they recognize its existence in altllas, and there is
nothing that can subsist without it.

Q. Where must we look for our living gold, our kg sulphur, and our true fire ?

A. In the house of Mercury.

Q. By what is this fire nourished?

A. By the air.

Q. Give me a comparative illustration of the powkthis fire ?

A. To exemplify the attraction of this interiordirthere is no better comparison than that whideis/ed from the
thunderbolt, which originally is simply a dry, testrial exhalation, united to a humid vapour. Bgl&ation, and by
assuming the igneous nature, it acts on the huynidiich is inherent to it; this it attracts to ifséransmutes it into



its own nature, and then rapidly precipitates ftgethe earth, where it is attracted by a fixetuirawhich is like
unto its own.

Q. What should be done by the Philosopher aftdraseextracted his Mercury ?

A. He should develop it from potentiality into aaty.

Q. Cannot Nature perform this of herself?

A. No; because she stops short after the firstisaltion, and out of the matter which is thus digabdo the metals
engender.

Q. What do the Philosophers understand by thed gndl silver?

A. The Philosophers apply to their Sulphur the na@old, and to their Mercury the name of Silver.

Q. Whence are they derived?

A. | have already stated that they are derived feomomogeneous body wherein they are found in gitmatdance,
whence also Philosophers know how to extract bgthrbadmirable, and entirely philosophical, process

Q. When this operation has been duly performedjhat other point of the practice must they nexthapp
themselves?

A. To the confection of the philosophical amalgavhjch must be done with great care, but can only be
accomplished after the preparation and sublimaifadhe Mercury.

Q. When should your matter be combined with thedj\gold?

A. During the period of amalgamation only, thatdsay, Sulphur is introduced into it by meanshef t
amalgamation, and thenceforth there is one substdime process is shortened by the addition oftf&u|pvhile the
tincture at the same time is augmented.

Q. What is contained in the centre of the radicaisture ?

A. It contains and conceals Sulphur, which is cedewith a hard rind.

Q. What must be done to apply it to the Great Work?

A. It must be drawn, out of its bonds with consurterskill, and by the method of putrefaction.

Q. Does Nature, in her work in the mines, possessrastruum which is adapted to the dissolutionlénsdation of
this sulphur?

A. No; because there is no local movement. Couldifdaunassisted, dissolve, putrefy, and purifyrtiegallic
body, she would herself provide us with 'he Phylsitane, which is Sulphur exalted and increasedrioe.

Q. Can you elucidate this doctrine by an example?

A. By an enlargement of the previous comparisoa fstiit, or a seed, which, in the first place, ig¢ pto the earth
for its solution, and afterwards for its multiplican. Now, the Philosopher, who is in a positiordiscern what is
good seed, extracts it from its centre, consigtsiils proper earth, when it has been well cureti@repared, and
therein he rarefies it in such a manner that itdifiir virtue is increased and indefinitely multigd.

Q. In what does the whole secret of the seed dopsis

A. In the true knowledge of its proper earth.

Q. What do you understand by the seed in the wdith@®Philosophers ?

A. I understand the interior heat, or the spedfigit, which is enclosed in the humid radical, @iin other words,
is the middle substance of living silver, the progeerm of metals, which contains its own seed.

Q. How do you set free the sulphur from its bonds?

A. By putrefaction.

Q. What is the earth of minerals ?

A. It is their proper menstruum.

Q. What pains must be taken by the Philosophextra& that part which he requires?

A. He must take great pains to eliminate the fetidours and impure sulphurs, after which the seest bre
injected.

Q. By what indication may the Artist be assured tfeis in the right road at the beginning of hizrk®

A. When he finds that the dissolvent and the thiisgolved are converted into one form and one mattthe
period of dissolution.

Q. How many solutions do you count in the Philosoplork?

A. There are three. The first solution is that whieduces the crude and metallic body into its el@sof sulphur
and of living silver; the second is that of the piogl body, and the third is the solution of thenenal earth.

Q. How is the metallic body reduced by the firduson into mercury, and then into sulphur?

A. By the secret artificial fire, which is the Bumg Star.

Q. How is this operation performed?

A. By extracting from the subject, in the first pda the mercury or vapour of the elements, andr gftrification,
by using it to liberate the sulphur from its bonioig,corruption, of which blackness is the indicatio



Q. How is the second solution performed ?

A. When the physical body is resolved into the substances previously mentioned, and has acquiesckiestial
nature.

Q. What is the name which is applied by Philosopheithe Matter during this period?

A, Itis called their Physical Chaos, and it isfant, the true First Matter, a name which can lyaoe applied before
the conjunction of the male--which is sulphur--witle female--which is silver.

Q. To what does the third solution refer?

A. It is the humectation of the mineral earth and closely bound up with multiplication.

Q. What fire must be made use of in our work ?

A. That fire which is used by Nature.

Q. What is the potency of this fire?

A. It dissolves everything that is in the worldchase it is the principle of all dissolution androption.

Q. Why is it also termed Mercury ?

A. Because it is in its nature aerial, and a maobtle vapour, which partakes at the same time lphsu, whence it
has contracted some contamination.

Q. Where is this fire concealed ?

A. It is concealed in the subject of art.

Q. Who is it that is familiar with, and can produtss fire?

A. It is known to the wise, who can both producant purify it.

Q. What is the essential potency and characteo$tiais fire ?

A. It is excessively dry, and is continually in noot; it seeks only to disintegrate and to educeghifrom
potentiality into actuality; it is that, in a wordthich coming upon solid places in mines, circiddtea vaporous
form upon the matter, and dissolves it.

Q. How may this fire be most easily distinguished?

A. By the sulphureous excrements in which it isedaped, and by the saline environment with whidh dlothed.
Q. What must be added to this fire so as to ace#mits capacity for incineration in the feminineesies?

A. On account of its extreme dryness it requirelseanoistened.

Q. How many philosophical fires do you enumerate ?

A. There are in all three--the natural, the unrelfiand the contra-natural.

Q. Explain to me these three species of fires.

A. The natural fire is the masculine fire, or theed agent; the unnatural is the feminine, whicthis dissolvent of
Nature, nourishing a white smoke, and assumingftiat. This smoke is quickly dissipated, unless mcare be
exercised, and it is almost incombustible, thougliptilosophical sublimation it becomes corporeal egsplendent.
The contra-natural fire is that which disintegratempounds and has the power to unbind what has' beund
very closely by Nature.

Q. Where is our matter to be found?

A. Itis to be found everywhere, but it must sphgibe sought in metallic nature, where it is meesily available
than elsewhere.

Q. What kind must be preferred before all others ?

A. The most mature, the most appropriate, and aseest; but care, before all things, must be takanthe metallic
essence shall be present, not only potentiallyrbattuality, and that there is, moreover, a mietajplendour.

Q. Is everything contained in this subject?

A. Yes; but Nature, at the same time, must be tagkiso that the work may be perfected and hastamelthis by
the means which are familiar to the higher gradesperiment.

Q. Is this subject exceedingly precious ?

A. Itis vile, and originally is without native ggance; should anyone say that it is saleablelieispecies to which
they refer, but, fundamentally, it is not saleablecause it is useful in our work alone.

Q. What does our Matter contain?

A. It contains Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury.

Q. What operation is it most important to be ablperform?

A. The successive extraction of the Salt, Sulpand Mercury.

Q. How is that done ?

A. By sole and perfect sublimation.

Q. What is in the first place extracted ?

A. Mercury in the form of a white smoke.



Q. What follows?

A. Igneous water, or Sulphur.

Q. What then?

A. Dissolution with purified salt, in the first pla volatilising that which is fixed, and afterwaffdsng that which is
volatile into a precious earth, which is the Vaséhe Philosophers, and is wholly perfect.

Q. When must the Philosopher begin his enterprise ?

A. At the moment of daybreak, for his energy muestar be relaxed.

Q. When may he take his rest?

A. When the work has come to its perfection.

Q. At what hour is the end of the work ?

A. High noon, that is to say, the moment when the S in its fullest power, and the Son of the CBig¥ in its most
brilliant splendour.

Q. What is the pass-word of Magnesia?

A. You know whether | can or should answer:--I reeamny speech.

Q. Give me the greeting of the Philosophers.

A. Begin ; | will reply to you.

Q. Are you an apprentice Philosopher?

A. My friends, and the wise, know me.

Q. What is the age of a Philosopher ?

A. From the moment of his researches to that oflisicoveries, the Philosopher does not age.



